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This  book  tells  the  story  of  man’s  animal  helpers 
throughout  the  world.  Without  the  help  of  domes- 
tic animals  man  would  perhaps  have  remained  a 
savage.  It  was  in  the  childhood  of  the  race  that 
certain  animals  furnished  power,  food,  and  clothing 
to  help  the  race  onward  and  upward.  In  this  little 
book  for  children  we  have  told  the  story  of  domestic 
animals  the  world  over.  The  stories  are  connected 
by  common  characters  running  through  the  book 
to  hold  the  child  interest. 

The  material  is  full  of  action  and  of  problems, 
and  is  therefore  thought-provoking.  It  lends  itself 
readily  to  dramatizing.  It  emphasizes  interesting 
contrasts  in  child  life,  and  in  the  social  life  and  cus- 
toms of  various  peoples,  as  well  as  contrasts  in  cli- 
mate and  animal  life.  The  vocabulary  is  held  within 
the  scientific  requirements  for  the  second  grade. 
A reader  on  domestic  animals  ought  to  make  a strong 
appeal  to  our  little  people,  and  our  experience  proves 
that  it  does. 
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TRAILING  OUR  ANIMAL 
FRIENDS 


DAN’S  PET 

Dan  loves  animals.  He  likes  to 
pet  them  and  play  with  them. 

Dan  has  a dog  he  calls  Jack. 
Dan  teaches  Jack  many  tricks. 

Jack  will  sit  up  and  speak  for 
food.  He  will  run  after  a ball  and 
bring  it  to  Dan.  He  will  carry  a 
paper  or  a package. 

Jack  will  lie  down  and  roll  over. 
He  will  lie  still  and  play  he  is 
dead.  He  will  jump  through  a 
hoop.  He  will  swim  out  into  the 
river  and  bring  back  a stick. 


All  the  boys  and  girls  like  Jack. 

“ Did  you  ever  see  a dog  that 
had  more  tricks?”  asks  Dan. 

Jack  wants  to  go  to  school  with 
Dan,  but  Dan  thinks  Jack  might 
bark  in  school. 

Every  morning  Dan  tells  Jack 
to  stay  at  home.  Jack  does  so, 
but  he  is  not  happy. 

One  day  Jack  can  stand  it  no 
longer.  He  follows  Dan  to  school. 

The  day  is  warm  and  the  doors 
of  the  school  are  open.  Jack  wags 
his  tail  as  he  goes  into  one  room 
after  another.  At  last  he  finds 
Dan  and  licks  his  hand. 

Dan  is  much  surprised.  He  is 
afraid  his  teacher  will  not  like  to 
have  a dog  at  school. 


But  the  teacher  smiles  at  the 
quiet  dog,  for  Jack  does  not  bark. 
All  the  boys  and  girls  pat  Jack’s 
head. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Write  Jack’s  tricks  on  the  board. 

2.  Bring  one  of  your  pets  to  school. 

Make  a reading  lesson  about  it. 

3.  Make  a dog  house  and  a dog  of  clay 
to  live  in  it. 

4.  Draw  Jack  doing  a trick. 

5.  Why  do  the  boys  and  girls  like  Jack? 

6.  Find  good  stories  about  dogs. 

7.  What  does  the  Humane  Officer  do? 
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WHY  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  LIKE 
A CIRCUS 

One  day  Dan  says  to  his  father, 
“ Father,  which  is  the  best  animal 
of  all?  ” 

“ What  do  you  mean?  ” asks  his 
father.  “ Do  you  mean  the  most 
useful  animal?  ” 

“ Yes,  I think  so,”  answers 
Dan. 

“ That  is  hard  to  tell,”  says  his 
father.  • “ There  will  be  a circus 
in  town  tomorrow.  Perhaps  the 
animal  trainer  can  tell  you  about 
the  most  useful  animal.  He  knows 
many  of  them.” 

Dan  has  never  seen  a circus. 
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Here  Comes  the  Parade 
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He  is  very  happy  to  think  he  is 
going  to  a circus. 

“You  will  see  the  parade  first,” 
says  his  father. 

“What  is  the  parade?”  asks 
Dan. 

“It  is  a long  line  of  wagons. 
There  will  be  animals  in  cages  on 
the  wagons.  There  will  be  bands 
playing  and  clowns  on  ponies. 

“You  will  see  strange  animals 
like  elephants  and  camels.  Girls  in 
pretty  dresses  will  be  riding  white 
ponies.  There  will  be  a steam 
piano  playing  a march. 

“ They  will  all  seem  to  say, 
' Come  to  the  circus,  every  one.’  ” 

“ They  do  not  need  to  ask  me!  ” 

says  Dan.  “ I am  eager  to  go.” 
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FOR  FUN 


1.  Draw  or  cut  the  animals  for  a parade. 

2.  Make  a parade  on  your  sand  table. 

3.  Dan  wants  to  know  the  most  

animal. 

4.  Dan’s  father  says  a is  coming  to 

town. 

5.  The  comes  before  the  circus. 

6.  In  the  parade  Dan  will  see  . 

7.  Two  animals  he  will  see  are and 
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WHAT  DAN  SEES  AT  THE 
CIRCUS 

Dan’s  mother  gives  him  a dollar 
to  spend  at  the  circus.  He  feels 
very  rich. 

There  are  many  people  on  their 
way  to  the  circus. 

Dan  buys  three  balloons  — one 
red,  one  white,  and  one  blue. 

But  the  red  balloon  gets  away. 
It  flies  high  in  the  sky.  All  the 
boys  shout  and  wish  they  had  the 
balloon. 

Here  is  Dan  at  the  door  of 
the  big  tent.  He  buys  a ticket. 
Everywhere  there  is  noise  and 
shouting. 
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Trainer  Tells  Dan  Many  Things  about  Animals 
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There  are  many  small  tents  with 
shows  in  them.  Here  is  a woman 
who  charms  snakes.  She  has  a 
big  snake  wound  around  her  body. 

Yonder  is  the  fat  man’s  tent. 
People  say  he  is  nearly  as  heavy 
as  a horse. 

But  Dan  wishes  to  see  the 
animals  in  their  cages. 

He  likes  to  look  at  the  lions  and 
tigers  best.  They  glare  at  him 
and  show  their  big  teeth.  They 
are  all  big  and  strong  and  fierce. 

Dan  sees  a man  taking  care  of 
the  elephants.  He  looks  like  a 
kind  man.  Dan  talks  to  him. 

“ What  are  you  doing  to  the 
elephants?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ I am  the  animal  trainer,”  the 
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man  replies.  “ I train  the  animals 
to  do  their  tricks.” 

Dan  and  Trainer  are  friends  at 
once. 

Trainer  leads  Dan  to  the  cages 
and  tells  him  about  the  wild 
animals. 

“ I want  to  know  about  the 
animals  that  help  men,”  says  Dan. 
“ I want  to  find  the  most  useful 
animal  in  all  the  world.” 

“You  will  have  to  go  around 
the  world  to  find  all  the  useful 
animals.  You  will  find  only  a few 
of  them  in  a circus.” 

“ I should  not  mind  going 
around  the  world,”  says  Dan, 
“ if  you  would  go  with  me.” 

So  Dan  and  Trainer  set  out  to 
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find  the  most  useful  animal  in  all 
the  world. 

“ I think,”  says  Trainer,  “ the 
horse  is  a very  useful  animal. 
We  should  find  him  first.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  a circus  ring  with  animals  in  it. 

2.  Draw  the  fat  man  and  the  snake 
charmer. 

3.  Play  circus. 

4.  Dan  feels  rich,  for  he  has  a . 

5.  Dan  buys  three  . 

6.  One  balloon  high  in  the  sky. 

7.  Draw  Dan’s  balloons. 
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WHAT  HORSES  ARE  USED  FOR 


“ What  are  horses  used  for?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ Horses  help  man  to  do  many 
kinds  of  work,”  replies  Trainer. 

“ Tell  me  all  of  them,”  says 
Dan. 

“ Horses  were  once  used  to  pull 
fire  engines  through  the  city  streets 
to  put  out  fires.” 

“ I should  think  the  buildings 
would  have  burned  down  before 
the  fire  engine  could  get  to  them,” 
says  Dan. 

“ No,  the  fire  horses  were  big 
and  strong.  They  ran  fast. 

“ It  was  very  exciting.  The  fire 
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gong  rang,  the  fire  engine  rattled 
along,  the  boys  shouted,  and  dogs 
barked.  Every  one  ran  to  see  the 
fire. 

“ The  fire  horses  saved  many 
homes  and  stores  from  burning 
down.” 

“ Take  me  to  see  some  fire 
horses,”  begs  Dan. 

“ No,  the  cities  of  our  land  do 
not  use  fire  horses  any  more. 
They  use  automobile  fire  wagons.” 

“ Are  horses  used  only  in  the 
circus  and  to  pull  wagons?  ” 

“ No,  cowboys  still  ride  horses 
to  round  up  their  cattle.  Men 
travel  on  horses  in  many  lands. 
But  it  is  on  the  farm  that  we  find 
most  use  for  horses.” 


“ Let  us  go  to  a farm,”  says 
Dan. 

Here  are  Dan  and  Trainer  at 
the  farm. 

“ What  kind  of  horses  do  you 
have  on  your  farm?  ” Dan  asks 
the  farmer. 

“ We  have  only  draft  horses,” 
says  the  farmer. 

“ What  are  draft  horses?  Can 
they  run  fast?  ” 


“No,  they  are  too  big  and 
clumsy  to  run  fast,”  replies  the 
farmer. 

“ What  are  they  good  for, 
then?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ They  are  big  and  strong  and 
can  do  the  heavy  work  on  the 
farm.  They  pull  heavy  loads  on 
the  wagon  and  draw  the  plow. 
They  go  to  market.  They  carry 
the  boys  and  girls  on  their 
backs.” 

“ Are  these  mother  horses  or 
father  horses?  ” 

“ These  are  mother  horses.  We 
call  mother  horses  mares.  They 
have  fine  baby  colts.” 

“ I should  like  to  see  a colt,” 
says  Dan. 
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So  they  go  to  another  pasture 
to  see  old  Nell  and  her  baby  colt. 


FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  two  horses  pulling  a wagon. 

2.  What  good  do  horses  do  on  a farm? 

3.  Find  stories  about  fire  horses. 

4.  Which  is  better  on  the  farm,  an  auto- 
mobile or  a team  of  horses?  Why? 
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Jerry  Is  a Gentle  Colt 


HOW  A COLT  IS  TAMED 

Here  are  old  Nell  and  her  colt. 

“ What  is  the  colt’s  name?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ We  call  him  Jerry,”  replies  the 
farmer. 

Jerry  is  gentle.  Dan  pats  him 
on  the  nose  and  on  the  back. 
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“ I like  this  colt.  Will  he 

kick?”  asks  Dan. 

“No,  he  is  gentle,  but  you  had 
better  not  touch  his  heels,”  the 

farmer  replies. 

“ How  did  you  make  him  so 
tame?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ We  began  to  tame  Jerry  when 
he  was  a baby.  He  was  only  a 
few  days  old.  Now  we  put  a 
halter  on  him  and  lead  him 

around.  We  pat  him  gently  every 
day  and  rub  his  back  and  legs. 
We  talk  to  Jerry,  too.  We  tie 
him  by  his  mother’s  side  as  we 
drive  her.” 

“ What  does  Jerry  eat?  ” asks 
Dan. 

“ He  drinks  his  mother’s  milk. 
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After  a while  he  will  have  teeth. 
Then  we  shall  feed  him  meal  and 
bran. 

“ He  will  soon  learn  to  eat  grass 
and  drink  water.  Then  we  shall 
take  him  away  from  his  mother 
and  wean  him.” 

“ Do  colts  cry  when  you  wean 
them?”  asks  Dan. 

“ Oh,  yes,  they  run  this  way 
and  that  and  call  for  their 
mothers.  And  their  mothers  call 
back  to  them.  But  we  feed  them 
and  pet  them,  and  they  learn  to 
stay  alone.” 

“ We  put  the  colts  in  the  barn 
often  to  pet  them  and  keep  them 
gentle.  We  lead  them  every  day 
with  a halter.” 
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“ When  will  you  first  ride 
Jerry?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ We  could  put  a boy  like  you 
on  him  when  he  is  a year  old.” 

“ When  do  you  put  a harness 
on  a colt?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Not  till  he  is  about  two  years 
old.” 

“Is  he  not  afraid  of  the 
harness?  ” 

“ Oh,  yes,  but  we  put  it  on  very 
gently.  All  the  while  we  pet  him 
and  talk  to  him.  Then  we  hitch 
him  to  a wagon  with  an  old  horse. 

“ At  first  the  old  horse  pulls  the 
wagon  almost  alone.  But  soon  the 
colt  learns  to  pull,  too. 

“ At  last  he  is  a good  work 
horse  and  he  pays  for  the  corn, 
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oats,  and  hay  which  he  eats.” 
“ I think  horses  are  very  useful 
animals,”  says  Dan. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Make  a farm  on  the  sand  table.  Cut 
the  animals  or  make  them  of  clay. 

2.  Draw  or  cut  Nell  and  her  colt.  Color 
them  brown. 

3.  How  does  the  farmer  tame  his  colt? 

4.  We  put on  a colt  when  he  is 
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THE  STORY  OF  LIGHTNING, 

A RACE  HORSE 

“ I should  like  to  ride  a horse,” 
says  Dan.  “ How  fast  can  a 
horse  run?  ” 

“ Some  horses  can  run  very 
fast,”  says  Trainer.  “ I once  had 
a race  horse  who  could  run  a 
mile  in  three  minutes.” 

“ Is  that  as  fast  as  the  wind 
blows?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Yes,  that  is  faster  than  the 
wind  blows,”  says  Trainer. 

“Is  it  as  fast  as  a train  goes?  ” 

“Yes,  it  is  faster  than  most 
trains  go,  but  not  so  fast  as  an 
express  train  goes.” 
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“ What  was  your  horse’s 
name?  ” Dan  asks. 

“ I called  him  Lightning.” 

“ That  was  a fine  name  for  a 
fast  horse,”  says  Dan.  “ What 
color  was  he?  ” 

“ Lightning  was  a brown  horse 
with  a white  spot  on  his  face  and 
two  white  hind  feet. 

“ Lightning  had  fire  in  his  eyes. 
I needed  no  whip  or  spur  to  ride 
him.” 

“ Did  you  ever  ride  him  in  a 
race?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Yes,  one  day  all  the  men 
brought  their  race  horses  to  the 
Fair.  There  was  a race  track  at 
the  Fair.  It  was  just  a mile 
around  the  track.” 
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“ How  many  race  horses  ran 
that  day?  ” 

“ There  were  ten.  Some  of  them 
were  very  speedy.  But  I was  sure 
Lightning  would  win  the  race.” 

“ Did  he  win?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ I will  tell  you  about  it. 

“ There  were  three  other  horses 
that  ran  very  fast. 

“ One  was  a chestnut  horse 
called  Billy  Boy.  Another  was  a 
black  horse  named  Man-o’-War. 
I rode  Lightning  and  kept  my 
eye  on  Billy  Boy  and  Man-o’-War. 

“ They  fired  a gun  to  start  us. 
Away  we  dashed  like  the  wind. 
Lightning’s  legs  went  as  fast  as  the 
spokes  of  a wheel. 

“ I bent  over  his  neck  and 
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talked  to  him.  ‘ Go  to  it,  my  hero ! ’ 
I told  him.  ‘ We  must  win ! ’ 

“ Billy  Boy  ran  neck  and  neck 


Away  Lightning  Flew! 


with  Lightning  for  a long  way, 
but  I was  holding  Lightning  back 
to  save  him  for  the  finish. 

“ Then  Man-o’-War  got  the  lead, 
but  I was  still  holding  Lightning 
back.  He  was  eager  to  go  faster. 

“ When  we  were  near  the  goal 
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I let  Lightning  out.  ‘ Go  to  it, 
my  hero ! ’ I said.  ‘ Put  your 
best  into  it.’ 

“ Away  he  flew.  He  passed 
Billy  Boy  and  was  running  neck 
and  neck  with  Man-o’-War. 
Then  for  the  first  time  I gave  him 
the  spur.  Oh,  how  he  dashed 
under  the  wire ! 

“ When  Lightning  won  the  race 
all  the  people  shouted.  They  ran 
to  us  and  patted  him. 

“ ‘ Lightning  is  a great  hero,’ 
they  said.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Lightning’s  color  was  

2.  Draw  or  cut  four  horses  running  a race. 

3.  Color  them  as  you  like. 

4.  Bring  stories  about  horses. 
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WHERE  THE  MILKMAN  GETS 
HIS  MILK 

“ I want  to  go  to  a dairy  farm,” 
says  Dan.  “ I want  to  see  where 
we  get  our  milk.” 

So  Dan  and  Trainer  set  out  to 
visit  the  dairy  farm. 

“ What  kind  of  cows  are  these?  ” 
Dan  asks. 

“ This  is  a herd  of  Jersey  cows,” 
the  farmer  answers.  “ Some  dairy 
farmers  have  Holstein  cows,  but 
I like  Jerseys  better.  They  give 
milk  with  more  cream  in  it.” 

“ Then  I should  like  Jerseys 
best,  too,”  says  Dan.  “ Which  one 
is  the  best  cow  of  all?  ” 
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How  Much  Milk  Does  a Cow  Give? 

“ Brownie  is  our  best  cow.  She 
is  the  leader  of  the  herd.” 

“ Will  Brownie  hook  or  kick 
me?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ She  can  not  hook  because,  you 
see,  we  have  taken  her  horns  off.” 

“ None  of  your  cows  have 
horns.” 

"No,  we  take  their  horns  off 
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when  they  are  young.  They  do 
not  fight  so  much  without  horns. 
So  it  is  easier  to  take  care  of  a 
big  herd  of  cows.” 

“ Where  do  you  milk  them?  ” 

“ We  milk  them  in  a stable. 
We  open  the  barn  door.  Brownie 
goes  in  first.  The  cows  are  glad 
to  go  in.  They  know  good  food 
is  there  for  them.” 

“ Does  Brownie  butt  the  others 
away  from  the  food?  ” 

“No,  each  cow  has  her  own 
stall.  She  always  goes  to  it.  She 
is  tied  there  while  she  is  milked.” 
“ May  I have  some  of  Brownie’s 
milk  to  drink?  ” begs  Dan. 

“ Yes,  indeed,  you  may  have  all 
you  can  drink,”  replies  the  farmer. 
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“ Then  I will  drink  it  all,”  says 
Dan. 

“ Very  well,  but  do  you  know 
that  Brownie  gives  ten  quarts?  ” 

“ That  is  enough  milk  to  go 
swimming  in,”  says  Dan. 

“ Brownie  gives  enough  milk 
to  feed  many  babies  in  the  city,” 
says  the  farmer. 

“ There  is  no  better  food  for 
boys  and  girls.  From  milk  we 
make  butter  and  cheese.  So  you 
see  that  our  cows  help  to  feed  the 
world.” 

“ Perhaps  cows  are  the  most 
useful  of  all  animals,”  says  Dan. 

“You  have  not  seen  all  the 
useful  animals  yet,  Dan,”  says 
Trainer. 
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FOR  FUN 


1.  Draw  a herd  of  cows. 

2.  Make  clay  cows  for  a dairy  on  the 
sand  table. 

3.  A farm  where  many  cows  live  is  called 

a . 

4.  cows  give  rich  milk. 

5.  Farmers  dehorn  cows  because 

6.  Brownie  gives of  milk. 

7.  Milk  is  made  into and -. 

8.  Why  should  boys  and  girls  drink  milk? 

9.  Bring  some  cream  and  make  butter. 
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WHAT  COWBOYS  DO 


“ I wish  to  see  how  cattle  live 
in  big  herds,”  says  Dan. 

“ The  best  place  to  see  big  herds 
of  cattle  is  on  the  pampas,” 
Trainer  replies. 

“ What  are  the  pampas?  ” asks 
Dan. 

“ The  great  flat  lands  of  South 
America  are  called  pampas.  There 
grass  grows  as  high  as  your  head. 
You  can  ride  in  the  tall  grass  for 
days  and  days  and  see  no  city.” 

So  Dan  and  Trainer  set  out  for 
the  pampas.  On  the  pampas  they 
see  great  cattle  farms  or  ranches. 

“ Is  there  only  one  house  on  the 
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ranch  ? ’ ’ asks  Dan  of  a cowboy. 

“ Yes,  the  owner  of  the  ranch 
lives  here.  Yonder  are  a few  small 
huts  where  the  cowboys  live.” 

“ Do  you  keep  the  cattle  in 
barns?  ” 

"No,  we  have  no  barns.  We 
have  sheds  to  shelter  the  riding 
horses  from  the  hot  sun.” 

“ What  do  cowboys  eat?  ” 

“ We  eat  little  but  beef.  But 
we  have  all  we  want.  We  can  go 
a long  time  without  food.  We  can 
go  two  or  three  days  if  we  must.” 
“ What  do  cowboys  do?  ” 

“ We  take  care  of  the  herd  of 
cattle.  We  round  them  up.  We 
drive  them  into  the  corral.” 

“ Are  cattle  easy  to  drive?  ” 
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“ No,  they  are  wild  and  fleet  of 
foot.  Only  a fast  horse  can  keep 
up  with  them.” 

“ I can  hear  the  cattle  lowing 
far  off,”  says  Dan. 

“ Yes,  you  would  have  a long 
ride  on  a pony  in  the  tall  grass  to 
reach  them.” 

“ When  do  you  bring  them 
home?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ The  cattle  must  be  brought 
together  in  the  corral  once  in  a 
while,  so  that  we  can  pick  out  the 
fat  ones  for  sale.  We  must  do 

this  also  to  mark  the  calves.  We 
call  this  the  round-up.” 

“ Do  the  cattle  ever  run  away 

and  get  lost?  ” 

“ Yes,  but  we  have  them  all 
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marked.  Every  cattle  man  knows 
our  mark.  When  they  stray  off 
they  are  sent  back  to  us.  Our 
mark  is  the  double  cross  like  this 
XX.” 

“How  do  you  mark  them?” 
asks  Dan. 

“ We  lasso  them  one  by  one  and 
throw  them  down.  Then  we  take 
a hot  iron  and  burn  the  XX  on 
them.  A burned-in  mark  stays 
on  a calf  all  its  life.” 

“ Tell  me  about  the  round-up,” 
says  Dan. 

“ We  mount  our  horses  and  ride 
out  on  the  open  plains  to  round 
up  the  cattle. 

“ We  can  not  drive  wild  cattle 
straight  to  the  pen.  They  run 
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Cattle  Are  Hard  to  Drive 
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here  and  there.  We  ride  round 
and  round  them  in  circles.  But 
we  keep  them  moving  little  by 
little  toward  the  corral. 

“ When  they  are  close  to  the 
corral  we  drive  out  a few  lazy 
oxen  to  meet  them  and  lead  them 
into  the  corral.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  Dan  on  a pony. 

2.  Draw  a herd  of  cattle  eating  grass. 

3.  The  pampas  are  grassy  plains  in  

4.  of live  on  the  pampas. 

5.  How  does  the  cowboy  mark  his  cattle? 

6.  Why  are  the  cattle  put  in  a corral? 

7.  Why  are  cattle  marked? 

8.  Make  some  good  marks  for  cattle. 

9.  Are  cattle  easy  to  drive? 
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DAN  TRIES  TO  BE  A COWBOY 


“ I should  like  to  be  a cowboy,” 
says  Dan.  “ What  must  you 
know  to  be  a cowboy?  ” 

“You  must  know  how  to  do 
three  things  : you  must  throw  the 
lasso,  you  must  throw  the  bolas, 
and  you  must  ride  a horse  well.” 

‘ ‘ What  is  a lasso  and  what  is 
it  for?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ A lasso  is  a strong,  thin  rope 
made  of  rawhide.  We  use  it  to 
catch  cattle.  One  end  of  the  lasso 
is  made  fast  to  the  saddle.  At 
the  other  end  is  a noose  or  loop. 

“ The  cowboy  whirls  the  coil  of 
rope  round  and  round  his  head. 
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Dan  Throws  the  Lasso 
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Then  he  throws  it  so  that  the 
noose  will  catch  the  foot  of  an  ox. 
This  is  very  hard  to  do.” 

“ I think  I can  learn  to  do  it,” 
says  Dan. 

“ First  you  must  run  around 
the  house  trying  to  lasso  a chicken. 
Then  you  try  to  lasso  dogs,  then 
colts  and  calves.  At  last  you  try 
to  throw  a lasso  while  on  horse- 
back. 

“ A good  cowboy  can  throw  a 

* 

lasso  from  a running  horse  and 
stop  an  ox.  He  can  catch  hold 
of  any  leg  he  wishes  to  try 
for.” 

“ What  is  a bolas?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ The  bolas  is  made  of  three 
round  stones  covered  with  leather. 
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They  are  all  tied  together  by  long 
ropes  of  hide. 

“ The  cowboy  holds  one  ball 
and  whirls  the  other  two  around 
his  head.  Then  he  takes  aim  and 
throws  the  bolas  at  the  legs  of 
an  ox. 

“ As  soon  as  the  stones  strike 
the  ox,  they  wind  the  rope  round 
his  legs,  cross  one  another,  and 
tie  his  legs  up. 

“ With  a bolas  we  can  tie  up  an 
ox  so  that  he  must  lie  on  the 
ground  till  we  let  him  go. 

“ A cowboy  must  be  able  to 
make  ropes  and  harnesses.” 

“May  I put  on  cowboy  clothes 
and  ride  a pony?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Yes,  you  may.” 
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The  cowboy  puts  a felt  hat,  wide 
pants,  and  tight  boots  on  Dan. 
Then  he  puts  a red  blanket  or 
robe  on  him.  Another  cowboy 
brings  a pony  with  a saddle  on  it. 

“You  may  now  see  Dan  the 
cowboy!”  says  he  to  Trainer. 

Dan  trots  the  pony  around  in 
fine  style.  But  when  he  tries  the 
lasso  the  cowboys  laugh  and  laugh. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Why  do  men  use  saddles? 

2.  Make  a lasso  and  try  it  out  on  a 
post. 

3.  Make  a bolas,  but  be  careful  how  you 
use  it. 

4.  Draw  Dan  as  a cowboy. 
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DAN  VISITS  A SHEEP  HERD 


“ Now  let  us  visit  a herd  of 
sheep,”  says  Trainer.  “ I like 
sheep  because  they  are  so  white 
and  clean.  They  are  good  to  look 
at.  They  never  harm  any  other 
animal.” 

“ I like  lambs,”  says  Dan. 
“ They  are  pretty  and  playful.  I 
like  to  see  them  hop  and  jump  and 
run.  Once  I had  a pet  lamb  that 
butted  me  over.  But  I have  never 
seen  a big  herd  of  sheep.” 

Here  are  Dan  and  Trainer  at  a 
great  sheep  ranch  in  Montana. 
There  are  two  thousand  sheep  in 
the  herd. 
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“ What  do  you  feed  the  sheep?  ” 
Dan  asks  the  herder. 

“ We  let  the  sheep  roam  on  the 
great  plain,  where  they  eat  grass,” 
says  the  herder.  “ The  grass 
grows  well  when  the  rains  come, 
and  the  sheep  get  very  fat. 

“ But  now  the  rains  have 
stopped,  the  sun  is  hot,  and  the 
grass  is  brown.  We  must  drive 
the  flock  to  better  pasture  up  in 
the  mountains.  There  is  more 
rain  in  the  mountains  in  summer. 

“ I follow  the  sheep  by  day, 
and  camp  by  them  when  they  rest 
at  night.  I have  three  dogs  and 
two  horses  to  help  me.” 

“What  do  you  eat  and  where 
do  you  sleep?  ” asks  Dan. 
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“ The  horses  pull  my  covered 
wagon.  It  is  my  home,  and  I 
have  a bed  and  stove  in  it.  I 
cook  all  my  own  meals.” 

“ Do  your  sheep  ever  run  away 
at  night  when  you  are  asleep?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ No,  the  dogs  guard  them  at 
night.  We  keep  them  all  close 
together,  for  there  are  many 
coyotes  around  here.” 

“ What  do  the  coyotes  do?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ They  kill  my  sheep  if  they  can 
fool  the  dogs,”  the  herder  replies. 

“ Coyotes  often  go  in  packs. 
They  seem  to  lay  plans  to  fool  the 
dogs  so  that  they  can  kill  a lamb 
or  two.” 
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“ How  do  they  do  it?  ” Dan 
asks. 

“ The  coyotes  stand  off  in  the 
dark  and  howl.  The  dogs  know 
by  this  that  the  coyotes  will  not 
attack  the  sheep. 

“ But  often,  when  the  dogs  are 
not  watching,  the  coyotes  rush  in 
and  scatter  the  sheep.  When  they 
are  scattered  it  is  easy  to  kill  one 
or  two. 

“ The  coyotes  are  very  clever. 
Some  of  the  pack  go  to  one  side 
of  the  herd  and  make  a noise  so 
that  all  the  dogs  will  come  to 
them.  The  rest  of  the  coyotes 
jump  in  on  the  other  side  and  set 
the  flock  to  running.  Then  it  is 
easy  to  steal  a lamb.” 
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The  Cruel  Coyotes  Try  to  Kill  the  Sheep 

“ Why  do  you  not  kill  the 
coyotes?”  asks  Dan. 

“ We  sometimes  put  poison  on 
meat  and  leave  it  out  for  them. 
This  kills  them,  but  our  dogs  may 
get  the  poison,  too. 

“ The  coyotes  are  worst  in  the 
spring,  when  they  have  babies  to 
feed.” 
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“ What  other  enemies  do  the 
sheep  have?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Bobcats  are  worse  than 
coyotes.  They  creep  up  so  softly 
that  the  dogs  do  not  hear  them. 
The  bobcats  do  not  set  the  sheep 
to  running.  They  kill  them  at 
once. 

“ Then  there  are  mountain  lions 
and  bears.  A lion  will  hang 
around  the  camp  and  kill  a sheep 
every  night.  He  will  even  jump 
a high  fence  to  get  to  them. 

“ The  lion  throws  the  sheep 
across  his  shoulder  and  carries  it 
miles  away  to  his  lair.  He  leaves 
no  track.  The  only  way  to  get 
him  is  to  put  out  poison. 

“ Bears  carry  the  sheep  to  their 
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dens.  The  dogs  snap  at  the  bears’ 
heels  and  often  drive  them  away. 
Sometimes  a mother  bear  brings 
her  cubs  to  show  them  how  to 
kill  lambs.  Then  she  is  very 
fierce.  She  can  sit  up  and  rip  the 
dogs  to  pieces  with  her  strong 
claws,  or  hug  one  to  death.  A 
cross  bear  will  even  fight  the 
herder.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  or  cut  a sheep  and  a lamb. 

2.  Make  a sheep  ranch  on  the  sand  table. 

3.  Draw  a coyote  or  a bear  watching  the 

sheep. 

4.  What  do  the  sheep  eat? 

5.  What  are  the  enemies  of  the  sheep? 

6.  Why  are  coyotes  worse  in  the  spring? 

7.  When  are  bears  most  fierce? 
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WHAT  A SHEEP  HERDER  MUST 
KNOW 


“ How  do  you  keep  the  flock 
together  in  the  daytime?  ” asks 
Dan. 

“ The  flock  has  its  own  leaders. 
The  leaders  are  the  sheep  which  see 
best  and  have  the  keenest  noses. 
The  other  sheep  watch  the  leaders 
and  follow  them  anywhere  they 
go.” 

“ Sometimes  we  have  goats  as 
leaders.  They  feel  danger  more 
quickly  and  will  tell  the  sheep. 
Sheep  leaders  do  not  make  a 
sound,  but  run  when  there  is 
danger.  Goat  leaders  can  also 
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Jocko  Turns  the  Herd  toward  Home 
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find  water  better  than  sheep 
leaders. 

“ That  black  sheep  over  there  is 
one  of  my  leaders,”  says  the 
herder.  “ I am  glad,  for  I can 
easily  see  him  among  all  the 
other  sheep.  I call  him  Black 
Head.” 

“ He  has  a bell  on  his  neck,” 
says  Dan. 

“Yes,  if  I want  to  know  which 
way  the  sheep  are  going  I listen 
for  his  bell. 

“ The  bell  helps  the  dogs,  too. 
If  I wish  to  turn  the  flock  I speak 
to  Jocko,  my  best  dog,  and  point 
with  my  arm.  Jocko  trots  out, 
circles  about  the  herd,  and  snaps 
at  the  heels  of  the  leaders  first. 
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When  the  leaders  start,  all  the 
flock  follow.  Jocko  can  not  bite 
the  heels  of  the  whole  flock.” 

“ Do  any  of  your  sheep  ever  get 
lost?  ” asks  Dan. 

“Yes,  a sheep  will  often  stray. 
Stray  sheep  never  get  back  to  the 
flock  unless  I send  a dog  for 
them. 

“ About  once  a week  the  sheep 
get  hungry  for  salt.  Then  they 
leave  off  feeding  and  circle  about 
the  herder’s  camp,  begging  for 
salt.  ‘ Ru  — u — u!  ’ they  call. 
This  means,  ‘ Give  us  some  salt.’  ” 
“ When  do  the  baby  lambs 
come?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ In  February  the  herder  brings 
the  mother  sheep  to  the  home 
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ranch.  Some  have  twin  lambs. 
Sometimes  a sheep  will  have  three 
lambs. 

“ The  herder  is  very  busy  caring 
for  the  little  lambs.  He  goes 
among  them  at  night  with  a 
lantern. 

“ Sometimes  a mother  sheep  will 
not  own  her  lamb.  She  thinks 
it  does  not  smell  like  her  lamb. 
Then  the  herder  has  a hard  time 
making  her  feed  her  baby  lamb. 
Sometimes  he  gives  the  lamb  to 
another  mother  who  has  lost  her 
own  baby.” 

“Is  it  only  by  smell  that  a 
mother  sheep  knows  her  lamb?  ” 
asks  Dan.  “ They  all  look  alike, 
and  there  are  so  many.” 
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How  Does  a Mother  Sheep  Find  Her  Lamb? 

“ She  knows  it  at  first  only  by 
its  smell.  The  mothers  smell  the 
lambs  till  they  find  their  own. 
By  the  time  lambs  are  a week  old, 
the  baby  and  mother  know  each 
other’s  voices.” 

“ How  do  you  get  the  wool  from 
the  sheep?  ” Dan  asks. 

“ In  the  spring,  when  warm  days 
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come,  the  sheep  are  too  hot. 
Their  woolly  coats  are  too  thick. 
Then  they  must  have  their  wool 
taken  off  with  shears. 

“ There  are  many  men  kept 
busy  all  day  long  clipping  the 
wool  from  one  sheep  after  another. 

“ The  big  shears  were  once 
worked  by  hand.  But  now  the 
men  use  clippers  like  those  the 
barber  uses  to  clip  your  hair. 
The  clippers  are  larger  and  are 
run  by  power  from  a gasoline 
engine.  One  engine  runs  many 
clippers.  One  man  can  shear  a 
great  many  sheep  in  a day. 

“ When  the  sheep  have  lost 
their  coats  they  look  very  white 
and  thin  and  small.  The  baby 
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lambs  do  not  know  their  own 
mothers.  But  the  wool  soon  grows 
again. 

“ The  white  fleecy  coats  are  put 
in  great  bags  and  sent  away  to 
be  made  into  clothing  and  other 
things.” 

“ Do  we  get  lamb  chops  and 
mutton  from  herds  like  these?  ” 

“ Some  of  these  sheep  are  sold 
each  year  for  meat.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Dogs  turn  the  herd  by  biting  the  heels 
of  all  the  sheep.  Yes  or  No. 

2.  Dogs  turn  the  sheep’s  heads  in  at 
night.  Yes  or  No. 

3.  If  the  sheep  are  hungry  for  salt,  they 
beg  for  it.  Yes  or  No. 
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WHAT  GOATS  ARE  GOOD  FOR 


“ I should  like  to  know  about 
goats,”  says  Dan  to  Trainer. 
“ Do  goats  give  good  milk?  ” 

“ Oh,  yes,”  replies  Trainer.  “ It 
would  not  do  to  pass  over  the 
goat.  In  many  lands  each  family 
keeps  a goat  instead  of  a cow  for 
milk.” 

“ A goat  does  not  give  as  much 
milk  as  a cow,”  says  Dan. 

“No,  but  it  is  richer  milk. 
Besides,  a cow  must  have  grass 
to  eat.  Many  people  are  too  poor 
to  keep  a cow.  A goat  can  live 
on  less  food.  It  eats  weeds  and 
the  leaves  and  buds  of  bushes.” 
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Which  One  Is  a Billy  Goat? 
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“ I thought  a goat  could  live 
on  tin  cans  and  rubbish.” 

“ No,  that  is  a joke.  Goats 
must  have  green  food  or  good  dry 
food.  But  they  can  live  in  places 
where  a cow  would  starve.” 

“ I have  heard  so  many  stories 
about  Billy  Goat  Gruff.  Are  goats 
cross?  ” 

“ Sometimes  they  are  cross. 
You  know  the  billy  goat  has  a 
beard  on  his  chin.  He  has  horns, 
too,  and  when  he  fights  he  butts 
very  hard  with  his  head,  as  a 
sheep  does.  But  most  goats  are 
gentle.” 

“ I think  goats  look  like  sheep.” 
“ Yes,  they  have  feet  like  those 
of  the  sheep  and  they  are  very 


sure-footed.  They  can  climb  steep 
paths.  In  the  mountains  wild 
goats  make  great  jumps  from  rock 
to  rock.  In  the  Holy  Land  tame 
goats  often  climb  on  the  roofs  of 
the  low  houses. 

“ Wild  goats  have  keen  noses. 
They  can  smell  a hunter  a long 
way  off.” 

“ Do  goats  give  us  wool?  ” 

“ Milk  goats  do  not  grow  wool. 
But  did  you  ever  hear  of  the 
Angora  goat?  He  has  fine  white 
silky  wool.  It  is  called  mohair 
and  makes  beautiful  cloth.” 

“ What  else  are  goats  used  for?  ” 
“ Goat  meat  is  good  to  eat,  but 
you  would  not  like  it  so  well  as 
mutton. 
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“ Goat  skins  are  made  into  very 
fine  leather.  They  are  also  made 
into  rugs  or  robes. 

“ Young  goats  are  called  kids. 
They  make  good  pets  for  boys 
and  girls.  But  you  should  not 
train  them  to  butt.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  a milk  goat  and  a kid. 

2.  Draw  an  Angora  goat. 

3.  A goat  gives  more  milk  than  a cow. 
Yes  or  No. 

4.  A goat’s  milk  is  richer  than  a cow’s. 
Yes  or  No. 

5.  Goats  can  live  by  eating  tin  cans. 
Yes  or  No. 

6.  Mutton  is  better  to  eat  than  goat 
meat.  Yes  or  No. 

7.  Goat  skins  make  good  leather.  Yes 
or  No. 

8.  Mohair  comes  from  sheep’s  wool.  Yes 
or  No. 
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THE  USEFUL  WATCHDOG 

“ Many  people  say  the  dog  is 
the  most  useful  of  all  the  animals,” 
says  Trainer.  “ Let  us  find  out 
what  we  can  about  dogs.  We  are 
going  today  to  a farm  to  see  a 
watchdog.” 

Dan  and  Trainer  get  into  an 
automobile  and  drive  out  to  a 
farm. 

Here  at  the  farm  they  see  Rags, 
the  Airedale  watchdog. 

“ I wonder  what  Rags  would  say 
if  he  could  speak,”  says  Dan. 

“ This  is  what  he  might  say,” 
replies  Sam,  who  is  the  dog’s 
master. 
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“ My  name  is  Rags.  I am  a 
watchdog. 

“ Sam  is  a kind  master.  He 
plays  with  me  every  day.  He 
feeds  me  bones  and  bread  and 
gives  me  cool  water  to  drink. 

“ I do  not  like  cats.  Sam  scolds 
me  when  I chase  a cat  up  a tree 
or  upon  a fence. 

“ When  I go  hunting  with  Sam 
I have  the  most  fun.  I run  here 
and  there  and  hunt  for  rabbits 
with  my  keen  nose.  I can  run 
faster  than  a rabbit  on  level 
ground.  But  he  gets  the  better 
of  me  in  running  uphill. 

“ Sometimes  when  I have  almost 
caught  a rabbit  he  runs  into  a 
hole.  Then  I am  disappointed. 
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But  soon  Sam  comes  up  and  digs 
the  rabbit  out,  and  I get  some 
nice  rabbit  meat. 

“ One  day  a strange  man  teased 
me  and  I bit  him.  That  was  the 
only  time  Sam  ever  beat  me. 

“ Sam  often  ties  me  to  a chain  in 
the  yard.  I do  not  like  it  at  all. 
I run  this  way  and  that  till  the 
chain  pulls  me  back. 

“ I jump  at  the  cats,  I bark  at 
the  birds.  I rage  at  any  strange 
man  that  dares  come  into  our 
yard. 

“ One  day  a tramp  came  into 
the  yard.  I dashed  out  and  tore 
his  trousers  nearly  off.  How  he 
jumped  and  yelled ! Then  he 

ran  out  of  our  yard  and  I have 
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No  Fox  Will  Steal  Chickens  When  Rags  Is  Near 
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not  seen  a tramp  since.  But  I 
am  kind  to  all  our  friends. 

“ At  night  Sam  takes  off  my 
chain  and  I am  free.  I run  about 
the  house  and  barn  to  look  for 
thieves.  I stop,  look,  and  listen. 
Just  let  a fox  come  to  steal  our 
chickens.  I will  give  him  a scare. 

“ One  night  it  was  very,  very 
dark.  Suddenly  I heard  the  hens 
make  a noise.  I ran  quickly  to 
the  hen  house. 

“ A weasel  came  out  and  I 
jumped  for  him.  Weasels  kill  our 
nice  hens.  He  was  quick  — 
quicker  than  a cat  — but  I caught 
him  and  shook  him  till  he  was 
dead.  I left  him  near  the  kitchen 
door.  The  next  morning,  when 
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Sam  saw  him,  he  patted  me  and 
gave  me  a fine  breakfast. 

“ I often  drive  strange  dogs 
away.  I am  the  best  dog  fighter 
around  here.  When  I growl  and 
show  my  teeth,  other  dogs  put 
their  tails  down  and  trot  away. 

“ I want  to  stay  with  Sam 
always.  He  and  I are  good 
friends,  and  I like  to  be  his 
helper.” 

“ Rags,  you  are  a fine  helper,” 
says  Dan.  “ Where  do  we  go 
from  here,  Trainer?  ” 

“ We  must  see  what  a fine 
helper  the  sheep  dog  is,”  says 
Trainer. 

They  set  out  by  airplane  for  a 
sheep  ranch  in  Montana. 
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FOR  FUN 


1.  Make  some  rules  for  taking  good  care 
of  dogs. 

2.  Draw  Rags  and  the  tramp. 

3.  Sam  feeds  his  dog  and  . 

4.  With  my I hunt  for  rabbits. 

5.  How  the  tramp  jumped  and  ! 

6.  A came  out  and  I — — for  him* 

7.  I left  him  near  the . 
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HOW  A SHEEP  DOG  HELPS 


Dan  and  Trainer  are  at  the 
High  Hole  Ranch.  Here,  too,  are 
the  sheep  herder  and  his  dog, 
Duke. 

“ Let  the  sheep  dog  speak  for 
himself,”  says  Dan  to  Dave,  the 
dog’s  master. 

“ Well,”  says  Dave,  “ if  the  dog 
could  talk,  this  would  be  his 
story.” 

“ I am  a collie  dog  and  my  name 
is  Duke.  I live  with  my  master, 
Dave,  on  this  big  sheep  ranch. 
I love  Master  Dave  and  am  glad 
to  help  him.  He  feeds  me  good 
meat  and  pats  me  kindly. 
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“ Dave  looks  after  a great  flock 
of  sheep.  Since  he  can  not  be 
everywhere  at  once,  he  needs  many 
dogs. 

“ Every  day  I help  to  care  for 
the  sheep.  Dave  tells  me  what 
to  do.  He  points  out  sheep  that 
are  going  astray. 

“ Master  Dave  says,  ‘ Duke,  go 
yonder  and  bring  back  those  stray 
sheep.’  I understand,  and  soon  I 
am  running  around  the  sheep. 

“ I bark  in  their  ears,  but  I 
never  hurt  a sheep.  I only  bark, 
and  they  go  where  I wish.  If  they 
are  too  slow  and  lazy  I snap  at 
their  heels.  But  I never  really 
hurt  them.  The  sheep  and  I are 
good  friends. 
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“ I am  busy  when  baby  lambs 
come  in  the  spring.  I must  keep 
foxes,  wolves,  and  wildcats  from 
eating  the  little  lambs. 

“ All  day  long  I help  to  guard 
the  sheep  while  they  eat  grass. 
I follow  them  to  the  mountains. 
I help  to  guard  them  and  drive 
them  through  the  forests. 

“ At  night  I must  run  here  and 
there  and  bark  at  the  coyotes. 
A bear  or  a mountain  lion  may 
creep  up  and  kill  our  sheep.  So 
I help  to  drive  them  to  the  pen  or 
corral  for  the  night.  This  is  lots 
of  fun.  I keep  my  eye  on  Master 
Dave.  I like  to  do  what  he  wants 
me  to  do. 

“ One  night  a coyote  came  near 
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Duke  Will  Not  Let  the  Mountain  Lion  Kill  the  Lambs 
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the  corral.  I saw  him  in  the  dark. 
I crept  near  very  quietly  and 
caught  him.  Such  a fight  as  we 
had ! I threw  him  down  and  bit 
him  many  times  wherever  I could. 
He  bit  me,  too. 

“ He  was  glad  to  get  free  and 
run  for  his  life.  The  other  dogs 
came  running  and  we  chased  him 
far  into  the  hills.  Master  Dave 
woke  up  and  ran  after  us  with 
his  gun.  But  the  wicked  coyote 
thief  had  escaped. 

“ I was  sore  in  many  places 
where  the  coyote  bit  me.  But 
Master  Dave  patted  me  and  said 
I was  a fine  sheep  dog,  and  I 
licked  his  hand. 

“ One  night  a big  mountain  lion 
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stole  up  near  the  corral.  I saw 
the  lion  and  began  to  bark.  The 
other  dogs  came  running.  Such 
a noise  as  we  made ! Some  of  the 
dogs  barked  at  the  lion’s  head 
while  I snapped  at  his  heels. 

“ Soon  the  lion  was  glad  to 
make  off  for  the  mountain.  But 
Master  Dave  had  come.  He  fired 
a gun  at  the  bold,  bad  lion  and 
killed  him. 

“ I think  I am  a useful  dog. 
How  could  men  have  warm  clothes 
made  of  wool  if  I did  not  help 
guard  the  sheep?  ” 

“ Trainer,”  says  Dan,  “ which 
is  the  better  helper  — Rags,  the 
watchdog,  or  Duke,  the  sheep 
dog?” 
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“ That  is  a hard  question  to 
answer,”  replies  Trainer. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  Duke  driving  sheep. 

2.  Draw  the  mountain  lion  running  away. 

3.  Duke  is  a dog. 

4.  Duke  helps  to  guard  a of 

sheep. 

5.  When  the  sheep  are  too and  

I at  their  heels. 

6.  At  night  I bark  at  the  . 

7.  One  night  a big  stole  up 

near  the  corral. 
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What  Is  Jupiter  Good  For? 
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WHAT  A BLOODHOUND  IS 
GOOD  FOR 

As  Dan  and  Trainer  pass 
through  a town,  they  see  a police- 
man holding  a dog  by  a strap. 
The  dog  is  black  and  tan.  He 
barks  at  Dan  and  Trainer. 

“ What  kind  of  dog  is  that?  ” 
asks  Dan  of  the  policeman. 

“ This  dog  is  a bloodhound,” 
answers  the  policeman.  “ We  call 
him  Jupiter.” 

“ What  is  Jupiter  good  for?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ We  use  him  to  help  catch  bad 
men.  He  has  a very  keen  nose. 
He  can  track  a thief  or  a holdup 
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man.  Even  the  next  day,  after 
the  trail  is  cold,  Jupiter  can  follow 
him.” 

“ Can  he  follow  a thief’s  tracks 
through  fields  where  sheep  and 
cattle  are?  ” asks  Trainer. 

“ Yes,  Jupiter  can  even  track  a 
thief  along  a road  where  other  men 
have  walked  and  not  lose  his  trail. 
He  can  follow  the  thief’s  tracks 
along  the  streets  of  a city  where 
hundreds  of  other  men  have 
walked. 

“ He  trails  the  thief  into  a tree 
or  a barn.  Then  he  barks  and 
barks  till  a policeman  comes.  He 
will  not  let  the  bad  man  get  away. 

“ Jupiter  can  trail  a man  any- 
where except  across  water. 
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“ In  many  cities  bloodhounds 
are  kept  to  run  down  bad  men.” 
“ A bloodhound  is  a very  useful 
dog,”  says  Dan,  “ but  I still  think 
a sheep  dog  is  more  helpful.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  See  who  can  read  this  story  the 
quickest.  Let  the  winner  stand  before 
the  class  and  answer  the  questions  of 
the  others.  When  he  can  not  answer, 
let  the  next  most  rapid  reader  try  it. 

2.  Jupiter  is  a . 

3.  The  best  thing  about  Jupiter  is  his 


4.  Jupiter  helps  to  . 

5.  Draw  Jupiter  on  the  trail  of  a thief . 


81 


DAN  MEETS  A POINTER 


As  they  pass  along  the  road, 
Dan  sees  a hunter  with  a gun. 
With  him  is  a fine  dog.  He  is 
black  and  white. 

“ What  kind  of  dog  is  he?  ” 
asks  Dan  of  the  hunter. 

“He  is  a pointer  and  the  best 
hunting  dog  around  here,”  the 
hunter  replies. 

“ Why  is  he  called  a pointer?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ Because  he  points  his  nose  at 
game  to  show  the  hunter  where 
it  is  hidden.” 

“ Tell  us  more  about  your  dog,” 
begs  Dan. 
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Pointer  Knows  Where  the  Quail  Hide 

“ When  I go  after  quail  I take 
Pointer  along.  Pointer  has  a very 
keen  nose.  He  can  trail  the  quail 
to  their  hiding  places.  He  can 
even  tell  which  way  the  quail’s 
feet  are  going. 

“ He  does  not  bark  along  the 
trail.  When  he  finds  the  trail 
warm  he  knows  the  quail  are  near. 
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“ When  he  sees  them  he  stops 
and  points  his  nose  at  them. 
There  he  stands  very  still  till  I 
come  up  with  my  gun.  Then, 
if  I tell  him  to  go  on,  Pointer  will 
set  the  birds  in  flight  so  that  I 
can  shoot  them  on  the  wing.” 

“ Hunting  dogs  are  helpful 
animals,”  says  Dan.  “ I like 
them  better  than  bloodhounds.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Bring  stories  about  hunting  dogs. 

2.  Draw  Pointer  and  some  quail. 

3.  He  is  called  Pointer  because 

4.  His  color  is  and  . 

5.  Why  does  not  Pointer  bark  at  the 
game? 
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WHAT  A WORK  DOG  DOES 


Dan  and  Trainer  go  to  Holland 
to  see  the  work  dog. 

“ Here  is  Pedro,  the  work  dog 
of  Holland,”  says  Trainer.  “ He 
works  hard  every  day.  He  pulls 
the  red  cart  loaded  with  heavy 
cans  of  milk.” 

“ Why  does  not  the  milkman 
use  a horse  or  a truck  as  he  does 
in  my  country?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ A dog  does  not  eat  as  much 
food  as  a horse,”  says  Trainer. 
“ Nor  does  a dog  need  a big 
stable.  The  Dutch  milkman  uses 
a dog  because  it  is  cheaper  to  keep 
him  than  a horse. 
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Pedro  Is  a Fine  Worker 
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“ In  the  morning  Pedro’s  master 
calls  him  to  eat  and  the  harness 
is  put  on. 

“ Sometimes  the  morning  is 
foggy  and  dark.  Pedro  can  not 
see  far,  but  he  keeps  pulling  the 
heavy  red  cart  on  its  way.  The 
children  must  have  their  milk  or 
go  hungry.” 

“ Does  Pedro  have  days  for  rest 
and  play?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Pedro  does  not  have  holidays. 
Not  even  on  Sundays  may  he  rest 
and  play.  Hauling  a milk  wagon 
is  hard  work,  but  Pedro  is  well 
fed  when  his  long  trip  is  over. 

“ He  meets  many  other  dogs 
on  the  roads  and  streets.  They 
are  all  pulling  their  milk  carts. 
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“ At  many  doors  he  stops  till 
the  people  get  their  milk.  Boys 
and  girls  in  wooden  shoes  pat  him 
kindly. 

“ Pedro  is  glad  when  the  milk  is 
all  sold,  for  then  his  load  is  light. 

“ In  the  winter  the  ice  cuts  his 
feet.  He  should  have  wooden 
shoes  like  the  boys  and  girls  of 
Holland. 

“ Some  dogs  have  kind  drivers. 
But  other  drivers  use  cruel  whips 
and  hard  words. 

“ Pedro’s  master  is  kind.  He 
never  carries  a cruel  whip.  Often 
the  tired  dog  lies  down  to  rest, 
but  his  master  never  beats  him. 

“ How  glad  Pedro  is  to  get 

home ! His  harness  is  taken  off 
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and  he  can  play  or  sleep  in  the 
sun.  Some  days  he  wanders  in 
the  fields  with  the  other  dogs.” 

“ Pedro  is  a fine,  helpful  dog,” 
says  Dan.  “ I wish  he  did  not 
have  to  work  so  hard.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  Pedro  and  his  milk  cart. 

2.  The  Dutch  milkman  uses  dogs  because 

3.  Sometimes  the  morning  is  and 

4.  The  cart  is  with  brass  cans. 

5.  Some  days  after  work  Pedro  out 

to  in  the  sun. 

6.  Why  do  we  not  use  dogs  for  work? 
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THE  STORY  OF  BARRY 


“You  must  hear  the  true  story 
of  the  dog  Barry,”  says  Trainer. 
“ Barry  was  a big  St.  Bernard  dog 
who  saved  the  lives  of  many 
people.” 

“ How  did  Barry  do  that?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ There  is  a high  mountain 
pass  in  Switzerland  called  St. 
Bernard.  Through  this  pass,  many 
travelers  go  on  foot  between  Italy 
and  Switzerland. 

“ In  winter,  blinding  snowstorms 
blow  over  the  pass.  Deep  snow 
covers  every  path  and  guidepost. 
The  travelers  often  get  lost  and 
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sit  down,  tired  out.  Soon  the 
snow  blows  a cover  over  them  and 
the  poor  travelers  freeze  to  death.” 

“ That  is  a sad  story,”  says 
Dan,  “ but  what  has  that  to  do 
with  Barry?  ” 

“ Well,  on  St.  Bernard  Pass 
there  was  built,  many  years  ago, 
a monastery.  Here  the  monks 
lived.  They  gave  food  and  help  to 
every  traveler  that  came  along 
that  snowy  trail.  The  monks  were 
kind.  They  trained  dogs  to  go 
out  and  find  travelers  lost  in  the 
snowdrifts. 

“ Barry  was  a white-and-tan  dog 
with  short  hair.  He  was  big  and 
strong. 

“ When  the  winter  snows  blew, 
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Barry  was  sent  out  to  hunt  for 
lost  travelers.  He  waded  through 
the  deep  snow,  sniffing  everywhere. 
He  carried  a warm  blanket  and  a 
first-aid  kit  around  his  neck.” 

“ What  did  he  do  when  he 
found  a lost  man  asleep?  ” asks 
Dan. 

“ When  he  found  a worn-out 
traveler  he  first  dug  him  out  of 
the  snow.  Then  he  licked  his 
face,  tugged  at  his  coat,  and  barked. 
He  kept  at  it  till  he  woke  him  up. 

“ If  the  man  was  too  far  gone 
to  wake  up,  Barry  barked  and 
howled  till  some  one  came  to 
help.  Sometimes  he  ran  back  to 
the  monastery  to  bring  a monk 
to  help. 
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Barry  Saved  the  Lives  of  Many  People 
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“ Barry  carried  one  little  girl 
on  his  back  to  the  monastery.” 

“ Barry  must  have  been  a fine 
dog,”  says  Dan. 

“ The  monks  said  Barry  was  the 
finest  dog  they  ever  had. 

“ At  last  Barry  was  killed  while 
trying  to  save  a man  who  was 
fast  asleep  under  a snowdrift. 
When  the  man  was  half  awake, 
he  thought  Barry  was  a wild 
animal  trying  to  eat  him.  He 
drew  his  knife  and  wounded  the 
dog  so  badly  that  he  died. 

“ Barry  had  worked  for  twelve 
long  years.  He  had  saved  forty 
men  from  death. 

“ There  is  a monument  built  in 
Barry’s  honor  in  Paris.” 
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“ Thank  you,”  says  Dan. 
“ That  is  the  best  story  I ever 
heard.  The  St.  Bernard  dog  is 
surely  a helpful  animal.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  Barry  and  a lost  traveler. 

2.  There  is  a high called  

in  — — . 

3.  Barry  was  a dog. 

4.  The  monks  lived  in  a . 

5.  Barry  carried  a and  

kit. 

6.  Barry  saved  from  . 

7.  Make  the  words  below  say  something  : 
animal  helpful  Barry  surely  a is 
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THE  ESKIMO’S  WINTER  CAMP 


“ We  must  go  to  Baffin  Land 
to  see  the  Eskimo  dog,”  says 
Trainer  to  Dan. 

It  is  cold  in  Baffin  Land. 
Snow  and  ice  cover  everything. 
Dan  is  glad  to  put  on  a fur  coat 
to  keep  him  warm. 

The  Eskimos  are  building  their 
winter  houses. 

“ Where  is  your  lumber?  ” asks 
Dan. 

“ We  must  build  our  houses  of 
snow,”  says  the  Eskimo.  “ We 
have  chosen  this  spot  near  a frozen 
river  so  that  we  can  get  fresh- 
water ice.” 


96 


“ What  do  you  want  the  ice 
for?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ We  melt  the  ice  for  water  to 
drink,”  says  the  Eskimo.  “ We 
can  melt  ice  more  easily  than 
snow.” 

With  a long  knife  of  bone  the 
men  cut  big  blocks  of  hard  snow. 
You  might  call  them  huge  snow 
bricks.  If  the  snow  is  not  hard 
enough,  the  boys  pack  it  down 
hard  with  their  feet. 

With  these  huge  snow  bricks, 
Eskimos  build  a round  snow 
house  or  igloo.  They  fit  the  snow 
blocks  tight  with  the  knife.  They 
put  layer  upon  layer,  and  the  igloo 
rises.  They  slope  it  in  and  make 
a round  top  or  dome. 
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Will  Rain  Melt  the  Eskimo’s  House? 
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“ Will  the  rain  melt  the  snow 
house  down?”  asks  Dan. 

“ It  does  not  rain  in  winter  in 
Baffin  Land,”  the  Eskimo  replies. 
“It  only  snows  and  blows.” 

They  cut  a round  door  to  a 
porch  on  one  side  of  the  igloo. 
The  porch  is  built  in  the  same 
way  as  the  igloo. 

The  porch  is  a storehouse  for 
meat  and  blubber.  It  is  a place 
to  keep  dogs’  harnesses,  whips, 
and  fishing  lines. 

Now  the  snow  house  must  have 
light,  so  they  cut  a square  hole 
in  the  dome.  Then  they  go  to 
the  lake  or  river  for  a sheet  of 
clear  fresh-water  ice  to  cover  the 
window  hole. 
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They  pack  snow  around  the  ice 
window  to  make  it  wind-tight. 
Light  comes  in  through  the  ice 
window. 

Snow  is  also  packed  between  the 
snow  bricks  till  no  wind  can  get 
into  the  igloo.  It  is  tight  and 
warm.  Living  in  an  igloo  is  like 
living  in  a bottle. 

A bed  is  made  of  snow.  It  is 
covered  with  seal  or  bear  skins. 

“ I do  not  think  I can  sleep  on 
a bed  of  snow,”  says  Dan. 

“You  will  have  many  skins 
over  the  snow,”  says  the  Eskimo, 
“ and  a big  polar  bear  skin  over 
you.” 

Dan  is  surprised  to  find  how 
warm  it  is  in  the  igloo.  The 
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Eskimo  heats  his  igloo  with  only 
a tiny  oil  lamp. 

He  gets  the  oil  for  the  lamp 
from  the  fat  of  seals  or  bears. 

So  Dan  crawls  in  among  the 
furs.  He  covers  himself  up,  head 
and  all,  and  sleeps  warm. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  a snowstorm  and  an  igloo. 

2.  Make  an  Eskimo  house  on  the  sand 
table. 

3.  To  see  an  Eskimo  dog  we  go  to  

4.  Dan  is  glad  to  put  on  a 

to  keep  him  . 

5.  The  snow  house  must  have  so 

they  cut  a in  the  . 

6.  The  bed  is  made  of  covered  with 

or . 
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THE  ESKIMO  DOG 


Here  is  an  Eskimo  dog  named 
North  Star.  His  master’s  name 
is  Shokak.  Shokak  lives  in  a 
house  of  snow. 

In  winter  it  is  very  cold  in 
Baffin  Land.  But  North  Star 
does  not  mind  the  cold,  for  he  has 
a thick  coat  of  fur. 

At  night  the  dogs  lie  down  in 
the  snow  and  go  to  sleep.  The 
wind  blows  snow  over  them  and 
they  sleep  warm  all  night. 

In  the  morning  Shokak  comes 
out  of  his  igloo  to  look  for  North 
Star  and  the  other  dogs.  The 
dogs  are  covered  by  the  snow,  and 
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Shokak  can  not  see  them  any- 

where. 

But  Shokak  knows  they  are 

hungry.  He  calls  out,  “ Walrus 

meat!  Seal  meat!” 

The  dogs  jump  out  of  the  snow 
and  run  for  the  food.  They  fight 
for  it,  because  the  cold  makes  them 
very  hungry. 

Eskimo  dogs  are  good  hunters. 
They  have  keen  noses. 

Dogs  are  also  good  work 
animals  in  this  cold  country. 

Eskimo  men  put  a harness  on  the 
dogs  and  hitch  them  to  a sled. 
Then  they  load  the  sled  with  food 
for  dogs  and  men.  Off  they  go 
on  long  trips  through  the  snow. 

North  Star  is  the  leader  of  the 
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Eskimo  Dogs  Go  on  Long  Journeys 
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team.  He  nips  the  lazy  dogs  to 
make  them  do  their  part.  The 
driver  shouts  and  swings  a long 
whip. 

The  Eskimo  dogs  go  on  long 
journeys.  They  helped  Peary  to 
find  the  North  Pole. 

Some  Eskimo  dogs  carry  mail. 

Once  many  Eskimo  children  were 
ill.  Their  medicine  was  gone  and 
they  would  die  unless  help  came 
soon.  But  there  were  no  trains  in 
Baffin  Land.  Who  could  bring 
them  medicine  quickly  enough  ? 

The  Eskimo  men  said,  “ We  can 
use  our  trusty  dogs.  We  shall 
choose  our  fastest  runners  and 
send  many  teams. 

“ The  first  team  must  run  with 
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the  medicine  until  they  are  tired 
out.  Then  a fresh  team  shall 
carry  it  still  farther,  so  that  the 
medicine  will  reach  the  children  in 
time.” 

The  dogs  ran  so  fast  that  they 
brought  the  medicine  in  time  to 
save  the  lives  of  the  children. 

“ These  dogs  were  real  heroes. 
I should  like  to  have  their 
pictures,”  said  Dan. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  the  dogs  peeking  out  of  the 
snow  in  the  morning. 

2.  North  Star  is  an  dog. 

3.  He  lives  in . 

4.  He  sleeps  in  the  . 

5.  Draw  or  cut  a dog  team. 

6.  Eskimo  dogs  helped find  the 
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HOW  THE  ESKIMO  PUPPY  IS 
TRAINED 

“ How  do  you  train  your 
dogs?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ I will  tell  you,”  says  Niko, 
the  Eskimo  boy. 

“ When  the  Eskimo  puppy  is 
born  we  keep  him  in  the  igloo. 
We  boys  and  girls  play  with  the 
puppies  to  tame  them.  We  have 
lots  of  fun  with  them. 

“ When  they  are  strong  enough 
they  must  go  outside  and  live 
with  the  big  dogs. 

“ Then  we  begin  to  train  the 
puppy.  Father  makes  a tiny 

harness  for  him,  and  we  boys  take 
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The  Eskimo  Puppy  Learns  to  Pull  a Sled 

him  in  hand.  Every  day  we  put 
a harness  on  him  and  drive  him 
about.  We  hitch  him  to  a tiny 
sled.  He  learns  to  mind  us. 

“ When  he  is  grown,  Father 
harnesses  him  to  a larger  sled 
with  the  old  dogs.  He  must  help 
draw  the  sled  to  the  hunting 
grounds. 
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“ If  the  young  dog  balks  or  lies 
down,  the  other  dogs  drag  him 
along  on  his  back  over  the  rough 
ice  till  he  is  glad  to  behave. 
Perhaps  North  Star,  the  old  dog 
leader  of  the  team,  takes  a hand 
with  our  spoiled  puppy.  North 
Star  gives  him  a sharp  nip  and  a 
real  shake. 

“ At  last  our  puppy  learns  to 
take  his  place  in  the  team  and 
does  his  best  to  pull.  If  he  hangs 
back,  some  dog  in  the  team  gives 
him  a sharp  nip  that  hurts. 

“If  he  is  still  lazy,  Shokak  gives 
him  a sharp  cut  with  his  long 
whip. 

“ We  put  boots  of  skin  on  the 
dogs’  feet  to  save  them  from  the 
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sharp  ice.  Perhaps  the  puppy 
eats  his  first  boots,  but  he  soon 
has  sore  feet.  At  last  he  finds  it 
best  not  to  eat  his  boots.” 

“ How  do  you  train  him  to 
hunt?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ We  take  him  with  us  on  the 
hunt.  He  soon  learns  how  to 
smell  for  seal  holes  in  the  ice. 
Then  he  learns  how  to  tackle  a 
bear  and  how  to  guard  the  igloo. 

“ At  last  he  is  a trained  dog 
and  a great  help  to  us  all.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  or  cut  a spoiled  puppy. 

2.  What  are  the  hardest  words  in  this 
story  ? 

3.  Every  day  we  put  a on  the  puppy 

and  him  about. 
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HOW  THE  ESKIMO  HUNTS  SEAL 


Dan  gets  up  early  to  see  the 
Eskimo  hunters  feed  the  dogs. 

There  is  no  sun  in  the  sky. 
In  winter  it  is  dark  every  day  in 
Baffin  Land,  like  our  twilight  at 
home. 

Yet  the  Eskimos  are  all  happy 
in  this  lonely  white  world. 

“ Today  we  must  find  a seal,” 
says  the  chief  hunter. 

The  men,  boys,  and  four  or  five 
dogs  set  forth  to  hunt.  Dan 
goes  along  with  them,  dressed  in 
skins. 

The  dogs  are  harnessed  to 
light  sleds.  On  the  sleds  are  lines 
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and  harpoons,  but  no  food.  The 
hunters  must  find  seals  or  go 
hungry. 

The  dog  team  sets  off  on  the 
run  with  much  noise.  The  drivers 
shout  and  crack  their  whips.  Off 
they  all  race,  men  and  dogs 
together.  Only  Dan  is  riding  on 
a sled. 

They  are  making  for  the  sealing 
grounds  out  on  the  frozen  sea. 
They  are  guided  by  the  stars. 
There  is  nothing  to  see  but  rocks 
and  snow. 

As  far  as  the  eye  can  see,  there 
is  only  a white  snowy  plain. 
Beyond  is  the  dark  open  sea  with 
icebergs  in  it. 

They  camp  far  out  on  the  sea 
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ice.  The  boys  watch  the  sleds. 
They  watch  the  dogs  and  keep 
them  from  fighting. 

The  men  all  hunt  for  seal  holes 
through  the  ice.  Every  eye  is 
looking  for  a round  bump  of  snow. 
This  shows  where  there  is  a seal 
hole  through  the  ice. 

The  seal  comes  up  once  in  a 

while  for  air.  He  is  a warm- 
blooded animal  and  must  have 
air. 

The  seal  has  many  blowholes 

where  he  comes  up  to  breathe. 

If  one  hole  freezes  over  he  has 
others  to  go  to. 

If  an  enemy  is  found  at  one 
blowhole  the  seal  goes  to  another. 

The  seal  keeps  the  holes  open 


North  Star  Finds  a Blowhole 

by  scratching  away  the  new  ice. 

When  a hunter  finds  the  first 
blowhole  he  tells  the  others,  and 
how  the  men  shout  for  joy ! They 
have  at  last  come  upon  a feeding 
ground  of  the  seals. 

An  igloo  camp  is  made  far  out 
on  the  snowy  ice. 

Hear  the  shouts  of  the  dog  team 
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drivers ! They  crack  their  whips 
as  they  race  about.  Boys  shout 
and  run  this  way  and  that.  They 
melt  the  snow  to  get  water  to 
drink. 

The  young  Eskimos  will  stay  in 
this  camp  for  a month  or  more, 
catching  seals. 

The  dog  sleds  keep  going  back 
and  forth  with  seals  to  the  winter 
village  on  shore. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  The  sleds  carry  and  but  no 

2.  The  men  hunt  for through 

the  . 

3.  The  seal  is  a animal  and 

must  have  . 

4.  Make  the  words  below  say  something  : 
for  ice  the  through  Eskimos  holes 
seal  hunt 


North  Star  Will  Have  Some  Seal  Meat 
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NORTH  STAR 


When  the  Eskimos  have  no  food, 
they  hunt  every  day  for  seals. 

Shokak  carries  a hook  on  a 
long  shaft.  He  holds  his  dog, 
North  Star,  by  a line. 

North  Star  tugs  at  the  line  and 
sniffs.  He  thinks  he  will  find  the 
cave  of  a young  seal.  The  dog’s 
nose  is  keener  than  the  hunter’s 
eye. 

Now  North  Star  smell's  a seal. 
He  points  his  nose  but  makes  no 
sound.  Shokak  says  “ Ugh ! ” 
when  he  sees  the  seal’s  house. 

Shokak  jumps  on  top  of  the 
seal  house.  Down  he  comes  on 


the  snow  roof  and  breaks  it  in. 

The  snow  blocks  up  the  diving 
hole  and  the  young  seal  can  not 
escape  into  the  sea.  Shokak  digs 
with  his  hook  until  he  finds  the 
young  seal.  He  draws  it  out  on  to 
the  snow. 

“ Now,”  says  he,  “I  must  catch 
its  mother.” 

He  ties  his  sealing  line  to  one 
of  its  flippers  and  pushes  the 
young  seal  down  into  the  sea. 

The  mother  seal  is  under  the 
ice  near  by.  Here  she  comes  to 
save  her  baby.  Suddenly  she  too 
is  hooked  and  pulled  out  on  the 
ice. 

North  Star  barks  and  jumps 
about  while  the  seals  are  killed. 
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He  knows  good  seal  meat  will 
soon  be  his.  Why  not?  Has  not 
North  Star  helped  to  catch  the 
game? 

FOR  FUN 

1.  The  hunter  carries  a on  a 

2.  He  jumps  on  the and  breaks 

the in. 

3.  How  does  he  use  his  hook? 

4.  North  Star  knows 
soon  be  his. 
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HOW  THE  ESKIMO  HUNTS  THE 
MUSK  OX 

Dan  and  Trainer  set  out  with 
the  Eskimo  hunters  to  hunt  the 
musk  ox.  Dan  has  a bow  and 
arrow.  They  take  North  Star  and 
the  other  dogs  to  trail  the  game. 

“ What  does  a musk  ox  look 
like?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Musk  oxen  look  somewhat 
like  cows,  but  they  have  heads 
and  horns  like  big  sheep,”  says 
Trainer.  “ They  fight  with  their 
horns.  Musk  oxen  go  in  herds 
so  that  they  can  all  fight  together.” 

Dan  and  the  hunters  set  off 
over  the  snowy  plains. 

Soon  North  Star  finds  the  trail 
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of  musk  oxen.  The  hunters  run 
with  the  dogs  till  Dan  is  tired. 
The  dogs  go  on  till  they  find  the 
game. 

When  the  dogs  come  near  the 
game,  the  musk  oxen  stop  and 
form  a ring.  The  big  animals 
stand  with  their  heads  out,  facing 
the  dogs.  The  calves  are  safe 
inside  the  ring. 

The  dogs  are  afraid  of  the  big 
horns.  If  a dog  goes  too  near, 
he  is  caught  on  a horn  of  the 
musk  ox  and  killed. 

North  Star  barks  and  runs 
around  the  ring  of  musk  oxen.  He 
runs  very  close  to  their  sharp  horns. 

Now  the  hunters  come  with  their 
bows  and  arrows  and  spears.  The 
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A Musk  Ox  Will  Kill  North  Star  If  He  Goes  Too  Near 
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dogs  bark  and  bark.  Dan  is 
afraid  to  go  near  the  ring  of  musk 
oxen. 

With  their  bows  and  arrows  the 
Eskimos  shoot  down  one  big  musk 
ox  and  two  calves. 

Now  the  hunters  feed  the  dogs 
and  load  the  sleds  with  their  meat. 

After  a long  hike  through  the 
snow,  Dan  and  the  hunters  reach 
the  igloo. 

The  next  morning  Dan  and 
Trainer  set  out  for  Lapland  to  see 
the  reindeer. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  a musk  ox. 

2.  A musk  ox  looks  like  a . 

3.  How  do  musk  oxen  try  to  save  their 
calves  ? 
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HOW  THE  LAPPS  LIVE 


Here  are  Dan  and  Trainer  in 
Lapland.  This  is  also  a country 
of  ice  and  snow.  There  are  no 
trees  or  grass.  The  people  are 
called  Lapps. 

“ Here  in  Lapland,”  says 
Trainer,  “ the  people  would  starve 
if  they  did  not  have  reindeer  to 
help  them.” 

“ How  do  the  reindeer  help  the 
Lapps?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ The  Lapps  eat  reindeer  meat 
and  bread  made  of  flour  mixed 
with  the  blood  of  reindeer.  They 
also  have  reindeer  milk  and  cheese. 
Even  their  clothing  is  made  of 
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The  Lapp  Is  Proud  of  His  Reindeer 


reindeer  skins.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  every  one  in  Lapland  wishes 
to  own  a herd  of  reindeer  ? A 
Lapp  is  rich  if  he  owns  a thousand 
reindeer.” 

Dan  and  Trainer  come  to  the 
hut  of  a Lapp  family.  The  Lapp 
calls  his  hut  a kata.  On  a flat 
stone  in  the  middle  of  the  kata 
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is  a fire.  There  is  a hole  in  the 
roof  above  the  fire  so  that  the 
smoke  can  go  out.  Over  the  fire 
hangs  a black  coffee  pot. 

Dan  sees  that  the  floor  of  the 
hut  is  the  ground  with  hay  or 
straw  spread  over  it.  On  the 
hay  are  spread  reindeer  skins  for 
the  family  to  sit  on.  There  are 
no  chairs. 

“ Why  do  the  Lapps  have  no 
furniture?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ The  Lapps  have  to  move  often 
to  find  food  for  their  reindeer 
herds,”  answers  Trainer.  “ So 
they  have  no  furniture.  It  would 
be  too  heavy  to  carry  along  on  the 
backs  of  reindeer.” 

For  supper,  Dan  and  Trainer 
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have  reindeer  meat  and  reindeer 
cheese.  As  soon  as  it  is  dark  they 
go  to  bed.  The  Lapps  have  only 
candles  for  lighting  the  hut  at 
night. 

Dan’s  bed  is  a pile  of  pine 
boughs  with  many  reindeer  skins 
over  them.  He  has  a big  bear 
skin  over  him  for  cover.  The 
night  is  cold,  and  Dan  covers 
up  even  his  nose. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  A Lapp  is  rich  if  he  owns  a . 

2.  Over  the  fire  hangs  a . 

3.  Why  do  the  Lapps  have  so  little 
furniture? 

4.  For  supper  Dan  has  and 

5.  Dan’s  bed  is  a . 
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MILKING  A REINDEER 


Soon  it  is  daylight.  Dan  gets 
up  and  has  reindeer  meat  and 
cheese  for  breakfast.  He  has  coffee 
with  a tiny  bit  of  reindeer  milk  in 
it.  Each  Lapp  drinks  four  cups 
of  coffee  for  breakfast. 

Far  up  on  the  snowy  mountain- 
side, Dan  sees  the  reindeer.  They 
look  like  little  black  dots  in  the 
snow 

“ What  are  the  reindeer  doing?  ” 
Dan  asks  a Lapp. 

“ Each  deer  is  digging  a hole 
down  through  the  snow  to  get 
moss.  Moss  is  all  he  has  to  eat 

in  the  winter,”  says  the  Lapp. 
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“ He  uses  his  horns  and  hoofs 
as  shovels  to  dig  away  the  snow. 
When  he  has  eaten  the  moss  in 
one  hole,  he  digs  another.” 

“ Are  you  going  to  milk  the 
reindeer  soon?  ” Dan  asks. 

“ We  bring  the  reindeer  cows 
to  the  hut  to  be  milked  once  a 
week.  We  do  not  milk  them  twice 
a day  as  you  milk  cows,  but  only 
once  a week. 

“It  is  hard  to  milk  reindeer 
cows.  We  round  them  up  with  the 
help  of  dogs.” 

“ Do  they  stand  still  so  that 
you  can  milk  them?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ We  throw  a lasso  around  each 
cow’s  horns.  With  this  we  hold 
her  while  a woman  milks  her  and 
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Does  a Reindeer  Give  as  Much  Milk  as  a Cow? 

catches  the  milk  in  a tiny  cup.” 

“ Do  they  give  as  much  milk 
as  a cow?  ” Dan  asks. 

“ Each  reindeer  cow  gives  a 
teacupful  of  milk  instead  of  a 
gallon.” 

“ A teacupful  of  milk  once  a 
week,”  says  Dan,  “ is  not  much 
milk.” 
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“ But  reindeer  milk  is  very  rich,” 
says  the  Lapp.  “It  is  so  rich 
that  we  add  water  to  it.  Then 
we  let  the  milk  freeze,  and  it  stays 
frozen  until  we  wish  to  eat  it. 
When  we  want  milk  for  our  coffee 
we  break  off  a bit  of  frozen  milk. 
Some  of  the  milk  we  make  into 
cheese.” 

Dan  thinks  he  would  rather 
have  the  cows  at  home  than 
reindeer  cows. 


FOR  FUN 


I. 

For  breakfast  Dan  has  

- and 

2. 

The  reindeer  look  like  

the  . 

3- 

How  do  the  reindeer  get 

their 

food? 

4* 

Is  this  true  or  false?  11 
milks  his  cows  every  day/’ 

‘The 

Lapp 

REINDEER  MEAT 

“ How  do  you  get  reindeer 
meat?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ In  the  fall  the  reindeer  are  fat 
and  we  kill  some  for  meat.” 

“ I should  not  like  to  see  you 
kill  your  reindeer,”  says  Dan. 

“ It  is  not  pleasant,  but  we  must 
have  meat  or  starve,”  says  the 
Lapp. 

“ We  save  every  part  of  the 
deer.  We  make  the  skins  into 
blankets  and  clothing.  The  bones 
and  horns  we  make  into  spoons, 
knife  handles,  and  such  things. 
Our  women  and  girls  use  the 
sinews  for  thread. 


132 


“ Some  of  the  meat  we  eat  fresh. 
Some  is  made  into  soup.  But  we 
smoke  or  dry  most  of  the  meat 


What  Is  the  Lapp  Carving? 


so  that  it  will  keep  through  the 
winter,”  says  the  Lapp. 

“ The  Lapps  eat  nearly  every 
part  of  the  reindeer,”  says  Trainer. 
“ But  the  part  they  like  best  is 
the  marrow  of  the  bones. 
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“ The  Lapps  put  some  of  the 
smoked  meat  in  a storehouse  till 
they  return  from  their  hunt.  For, 
you  know,  they  keep  moving  about 
to  find  food  for  their  herds.  In 
the  storehouse  the  meat  is  safe 
from  wolves/ ’ 


FOR  FUN 

1.  When  are  the  reindeer  fat? 

2.  Do  you  suppose  the  Lapps  like  to  kill 
their  reindeer? 

3.  What  do  they  do  with  the  skins? 

4.  How  do  they  use  the  bones  and  horns? 

5.  What  is  done  to  the  meat  to  keep  it 
from  spoiling? 
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DAN  RIDES  BEHIND  A REINDEER 


October  in  Lapland  brings 
winter,  with  ice  and  snow.  Now 
the  Lapps  put  on  their  winter  furs. 

When  the  snow  is  deep  the 
Lapp  runs  over  the  snow  on  skis. 
He  can  go  very  fast  on  skis, 
because  they  stay  on  top  of  the 
snow. 

Dan  tries  to  run  on  skis,  but 
he  soon  tumbles  in  the  snow. 

When  the  Lapp  goes  on  a long 
journey,  he  harnesses  a tame 
reindeer  to  a sort  of  sled.  He 
calls  it  his  pulka. 

It  glides  over  the  snow  as  a 
boat  glides  over  water. 
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Riding  in  a Pulka  Is  Great  Fun 
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It  is  hard  to  learn  to  ride  a 
pulka  and  drive  a reindeer,  but 
Dan  wants  to  try. 

The  reindeer  has  a collar  around 
his  neck.  A rope  from  the  collar 
goes  underneath  his  body,  between 
his  legs,  and  is  fastened  to  the 
pulka.  Dan  has  a line  to  the 
deer’s  horns. 

“You  must  balance  yourself 
in  the  pulka.  It  is  like  riding  a 
bicycle,”  says  Trainer  to  Dan. 

“ There  are  no  roads  here  in 
Lapland.  You  drive  over  frozen 
swamps,  lakes,  and  rivers.  You 
dash  along  this  way  and  that 
through  snowy  forests.” 

“ If  you  wish  the  deer  to  stop, 
you  throw  the  line  to  the  left 
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side,”  says  the  Lapp.  “ If  you 
wish  him  to  go  faster,  you  throw 
the  line  to  the  right  side.  As  the 
reindeer  runs  he  will  kick  snow  in 
your  face,  but  it  does  not  hurt.” 

Dan  sets  out  in  the  pulka 
behind  a speedy  deer.  He  holds 
fast  to  the  line,  but  he  soon  upsets 
and  tumbles  in  the  snow. 

“ That  was  great,”  says  Dan, 
“ but  I have  had  enough.  It 
would  take  me  a long  while  to 
learn  to  balance  myself.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  or  cut  Dan  running  on  skis. 

2.  What  is  the  pulka  like? 

3.  You  must  yourself  in  the  . 

It  is  like  a . 

4.  How  would  you  make  a deer  run 
faster  ? 
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MOVING  DAY  IN  LAPLAND 

It  is  spring.  The  snow  is 
melting  and  the  ice  is  getting 
thin  on  the  rivers.  Soon  the  ice 
will  break  up  and  float  away. 

The  reindeer  are  too  warm  in 
their  heavy  coats.  They  want  to 
go  to  the  mountains,  where  it  is 
cooler.  Flies  bite  them  in  summer 
in  the  low  lands. 

. 

Now  it  is  time  for  the  Lapps  to 
move  with  their  reindeer  to  the 
higher  lands.  There  are  no  roads 
or  wagons.  There  are  only  snowy 
reindeer  paths. 

Some  of  the  reindeer  are  very 
tame.  The  tame  animals  carry 
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the  women,  the  children,  and  the 
goods. 

The  tame  deer  are  tied  together 
in  a team.  A long  rope  around 
the  neck  of  one  deer  passes  back 
to  the  deer  behind,  and  from  him 
to  another. 

Four  or  five  tame  deer  go  in  a 
long  line,  one  behind  the  other. 


In  Summer  the  Lapps  Move  to  Higher  Lands 
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Each  team  is  led  by  a Lapp. 

The  small  children  are  put  in 
bags  and  ride  one  on  each  side 
of  the  tamest  deer.  Other  teams 
carry  food  and  clothing. 

Off  they  go  over  the  mountain 
trails. 

Behind  these  teams  come  the 
big  herd.  Dogs  and  drivers  keep 
the  herd  together. 

They  must  cross  the  rivers  on 
the  ice.  Sometimes  the  ice  is 
weak.  It  breaks,  and  the  reindeer 
fall  into  the  icy  water.  But  they 
scramble  to  shore,  shake  the  water 
from  their  fur  coats,  and  go  on. 

The  ice  has  melted  in  some  of 
the  small  rivers.  The  water  is 
swift  and  hard  to  cross.  Lapps, 


THE  LITTLE  PEACH  TREE 


A little  boy  planted  a peach  seed. 
The  winter  frost  cracked  the  seed. 
In  the  spring  a little  peach  tree 
came  up. 
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The  little  boy  made  a fence 
around  the  tree. 

He  gave  it  water  and  watched  it. 

Year  after  year  it  grew,  until  it  was 
a big  tree. 

The  boy  grew  up 
and  went  to  college. 

He  came  home  for  his  vacation. 

His  mother  had  a basket  of  peaches 
in  his  room. 

“Mother,  where  did  you  get 
these  peaches?”  asked  the  boy,. 

“They  came  from  the  tree 
which  you  planted,” 
said  his  mother. 

“Who  was  this  little  boy?” 
asked  the  twins. 
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open  desert,  you  must  fight  for 
your  life.  You  can  not  lie  down 
in  comfort.  All  day  long  the 
burning  sun  is  beating  down  upon 
you. 

“ At  night  the  -great  winds 
give  you  no  rest.  There  is  very 
little  food.  If  you  do  not  take 
plenty  of  water  with  you,  you  may 
die.  That  is  what  the  desert  is 
like. 

“ There  are  a few  spots  on  the 
desert  where  water  may  be  found. 
These  spots  are  called  oases.” 

“ I should  not  like  to  live  on 
the  desert,”  says  Dan.  “ But  I 
must  see  the  camel.” 

Dan  and  Trainer  come  to  the 
home  of  the  Arabs  in  the  desert. 
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The  Camel  Is  the  Arab’s  Best  Friend 


The  Arabs  live  in  a village  of 
black  tents.  The  chief  of  the 
Arabs  is  called  the  Sheik. 

The  Sheik  does  not  shake  hands 
with  them,  but  he  puts  both  arms 
around  their  shoulders  and  hugs 
them  like  a bear.  Then  he  kisses 
them  on  the  forehead,  saying, 
“You  are  my  brothers.” 

This  makes  Dan  and  Trainer 
feel  very  much  at  home. 

Dan  and  Trainer  go  into  the  big 
black  tent  and  lie  on  a low  divan 
or  cot.  The  Arabs  serve  them 
coffee. 

When  the  moon  comes  up, 
dinner  is  served.  A great  brass 
platter  as  big  as  a tub  is  brought 
in.  On  it  are  roasts  of  mutton 
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and  much  rice  and  gravy.  Then 
the  slaves  bring  many  soft  thin 
slices  of  bread. 

Six  Arab  warriors  eat  with  Dan, 
Trainer,  and  the  Sheik. 

After  they  have  feasted,  other 
men  come  and  eat.  Then  what  is 
left  is  carried  to  the  women. 

“ Your  clothes  will  not  do  in 
the  desert,  Dan,”  says  the  Sheik. 

So  they  dress  Dan  up  in  Arab 
clothes.  Dan  feels  queer  in  his 
white  robe  and  big  sleeves.  It 
is  so  long  that  it  touches  the 
ground. 

“ Dan,  you  will  not  look  like 
an  Arab  until  the  sun  has  made 
your  face  black,”  says  the  Sheik. 

The  Sheik  gives  Dan  a white 


horse  to  ride,  but  Dan  wants  to 
see  the  camels.  The  Sheik  orders 
a freight  camel  to  be  brought. 

The  freight  camel  can  carry  big 
loads.  He  is  dull  and  slow. 

“ Is  your  camel  a kind  animal?  ” 
Dan  asks. 

“ Oh,  no,  the  camel  has  a bad 
temper.  He  has  bad  breath  and 
will  spit  in  the  face  of  his  driver.” 

“ What  else  will  he  do  to  you?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ Sometimes  he  will  give  a 
terrible  kick  with  his  forelegs. 
You  are  unlucky  if  you  happen 
to  be  too  close.  You  may  find 
yourself  lying  dizzy  a good  way 
off.” 

Dan  backs  away  from  the  camel. 
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“ How  do  you  get  on  his  back?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ We  make  him  kneel  down  for 
his  load.  If  he  thinks  it  is  too 
heavy  he  snarls  and  will  not  get 
up.  He  grunts  and  seems  to  say, 
‘ Take  some  of  it  off.’ 

“ If  you  move  about  too  much 
when  riding  him,  he  will  snarl  at 
you.  Then,  if  you  do  not  behave, 
he  may  turn  and  bite  your  foot.” 
“ See  his  big  mouth  and  his 
greenish  teeth.  He  is  a horrid 
beast,”  says  Dan. 

“It  is  too  bad  to  talk  only 
about  his  faults,”  says  the  Sheik, 
“ for  he  is  one  of  the  most  useful 
animals  in  the  world.  There  are 

many  good  things  about  him.” 
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“ Let  me  hear  them,”  says  Dan, 
“ for  he  is  not  good  to  look  at.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  What  will  you  see  in  the  desert? 

2.  What  will  you  see  at  an  oasis? 

3.  What  does  the  camel  do  if  his  load  is 
too  heavy? 

4.  Would  you  rather  ride  a camel  or  a 
reindeer  ? 
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GOOD  THINGS  ABOUT  THE  CAMEL 


“ Your  camel  surely  has  a homely 
neck,”  says  Dan. 

“ Yes,  his  neck  is  homely  and 
long,  but  that  is  a good  thing. 
He  can  see  a long  way  off.  He 
may  see  a green  spot  which  is  an 
oasis  where  there  are  food  and 
water.  ’ ’ 

“I  do  not  like  to  look  at  his 
eyes  or  his  teeth,”  says  Dan. 

“ The  heavy  brows  over  his  eyes 
shelter  them  from  the  glare  of  the 
sun.  The  glare  of  the  sun  in  the 
desert  almost  blinds  him.  He 
needs  his  big  teeth  to  eat  the  rough 
desert  plants.” 


What  Does  the  Camel  Do  in  a Sand  Storm? 

“ I hear  that  there  are  great 
sand  storms  on  the  desert,”  says 
Dan.  “ What  does  the  camel  do 
then  ? ’ ’ 

“ When  a sand  storm  comes,  the 
camel  lies  down.  He  closes  his 
eyes  and  his  nose  to  keep  out  the 
sand.  His  master  lies  flat  on  the 
ground,  close  to  the  camel.  Thus 
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they  wait  till  the  storm  blows 
over.” 

“How  fast  do  camels  travel?” 

“ The  racing  camel  is  so  fleet 
that  we  call  him  the  express  train. 
He  can  go  ten  miles  an  hour  and 
keep  it  up.  The  freight  camel 
goes  only  three  miles  an  hour,  but 
he  is  so  strong  that  we  say,  ‘ Here 
comes  the  freight  train  of  the 
desert.’  He  can  carry  half  a ton 
of  goods. 

“ Soldiers  ride  camels  in  war 
time  in  the  hot  lands.  There  is 
no  other  animal  that  can  carry  a 
soldier  over  the  wide  dry  desert  so 
well.  Horses  will  die  of  thirst. 
Elephants  will  sink  down  into  the 
soft  sand.” 
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u What  else  is  the  camel  good 
for?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ In  some  lands  you  may  see 
men  plowing  with  a camel  team. 
We  drink  camel’s  milk  and  eat 
camel  meat.  We  make  camel’s- 
hair  cloth  from  the  camel’s  long 
soft  hair.  But  we  use  the  camel 
most  to  carry  men  and  goods  over 
the  desert.” 


FOR  FUN 

1.  Why  has  the  camel  heavy  eyebrows? 

2.  What  does  the  camel  do  in  a sand 
storm  ? 

3.  How  fast  can  a camel  go? 

4.  Tell  all  the  good  things  you  can  about 
a camel. 
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THE  SHIP  OF  THE  DESERT 


“ The  camel  is  also  called  the 
Ship  of  the  Desert,”  says  the 
Sheik. 

“ He  does  not  look  like  a ship,” 
replies  Dan. 

“You  see,  there  are  no  railroads 
or  wagon  roads  over  the  desert. 
There  is  not  even  a path.  The 
camel  can  set  off  in  any  direction, 
like  a ship,  for  he  carries  his  food 
and  water  with  him.  It  is  miles 
and  miles  from  one  fresh-water 
spring  to  another.  All  other 
animals  would  die  of  thirst. 

“ A line  of  camels  going  across 
the  desert  is  called  a caravan. 


155 


Sometimes  there  is  only  one  driver. 
He  rides  on  the  back  of  the  first 
camel.  He  puts  a bell  on  the  last 
camel.  If  he  does  not  hear  the 
bell,  he  knows  something  is  wrong. 
He  gets  down  and  goes  back  to 
see  what  is  the  matter. 

“ Sometimes  all  the  camels  in 
the  train  have  bells.  The  leader’s 
bell  is  the  loudest.  The  people 
of  the  desert  like  to  hear  the 
caravan  bells.” 

“ How  does  the  camel  keep  from 
sinking  in  the  soft  sand?”  asks 
Dan. 

“ The  camel’s  feet  spread  out 
flat  like  cushions  when  he  steps, 
and  this  keeps  him  from  sinking 
in  the  sand. 
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“ When  we  are  about  to  start 
on  a long  journey  over  the  desert, 


Camels  Are  Fed  Well  before  a Journey 


we  feed  our  camels  well.  They 
must  have  full  humps  before 
starting.  We  feed  them  balls  of 
barley  meal  mixed  with  dates  and 
plenty  of  green  grass. 

“ The  hump  is  a store  of  food. 
It  grows  bigger  and  bigger  every 
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day.  A big  hump  will  give  the 
camel  food  for  many  days  on  the 
long,  hard  journey.  After  a hard 
desert  trip  a camel’s  hump  is  flat 
and  soft. 

“ The  camel  also  needs  a store 
of  water  on  the  dry  desert  trip. 
So  he  has  many  bags  or  sacs 
inside,  near  his  stomach,  to  be 
filled  with  water  before  he  starts. 
He  drinks  a great  deal  at  a time 
and  fills  them  all  up.  Then  he 
can  go  several  days  without  more.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Why  is  the  camel  like  a ship? 

2.  How  does  the  camel  carry  his  food? 

3.  Why  can  he  go  a long  time  without 
water  ? 

4.  Why  does  he  not  sink  into  the  soft 
sand? 
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A HORSE  AND  CAMEL  RACE 


The  next  morning  Dan  says  he 
wants  to  see  the  racing  camel. 
A camel  driver  brings  up  a herd 
of  racing  camels. 

“Mazir!  Mazir!”  calls  the 
Sheik. 

A fine  white  camel  walks  up  to 
the  Sheik  and  puts  his  nose  against 
his  master’s  cheek.  The  Sheik  is 
very  proud  of  his  favorite  camel. 

Mazir  is  pure  white.  He  has 
long,  clean  legs  and  a fine  neck 
and  head.  His  hair  is  silky  and 
his  eyes  are  keen. 

“ Mazir  is  almost  pretty,”  says 
Dan.  “Is  he  gentle?  ” 
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“ As  gentle  and  wise  as  the 
finest  horse,”  replies  the  Sheik. 

The  Sheik  calls  for  bread  to 
feed  his  camel.  He  breaks  the 
bread  into  tiny  bits  and  Mazir 
eats  from  his  hand.  Dan  also 
holds  bits  of  bread  for  Mazir. 

“ I wish  I might  ride  Mazir,” 
says  Dan. 

“ Indeed  you  may  ride  him  as 
far  as  you  wish,”  the  Sheik  replies. 

“ How  shall  I get  on  him? 
How  do  you  guide  him  without  a 
bridle?  How  do  you  make  him 
go?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ He  will  kneel  for  you  to  get 
on  him,”  replies  the  Sheik.  “You 
tap  him  on  the  neck  with  this 

bamboo  stick  to  guide  him.” 
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“ But  how  do  I make  him  go?  ” 
calls  Dan  as  he  gets  on  and  locks 
his  right  leg  around  the  horn  of 
the  saddle. 

“ If  you  wish  him  to  walk,  kick 
him  gently  with  your  heel.  If 
you  wish  him  to  trot,  give  him  a 
sharper  kick.  If  you  wish  him  to 
run  fast,  kick  a tattoo.” 

The  Sheik  gets  on  a fine  horse 
and  they  set  out  for  a ride. 

Dan  rides  Mazir  at  a walk. 
Mazir  walks  faster  than  the  Sheik’s 
horse,  but  he  rocks  Dan  like  a 
ship  in  a storm. 

“ Put  him  to  a trot,”  says  the 
Sheik. 

Dan  gives  Mazir  a sharp  kick 
and  off  he  goes  in  a long  trot. 


Now  the  camel  rides  better  than 
a horse,  and  he  can  trot  faster 
than  the  Sheik’s  horse. 

“ Let  us  have  a race,”  shouts 
the  Sheik  as  he  starts  his  horse 
at  a run. 

Dan  beats  a tattoo  with  his  heel, 
and  off  goes  Mazir  at  a dead  run. 
Dan  thinks  he  is  flying  with  the 
wind.  The  Sheik’s  horse  outruns 
Mazir,  and  Dan  is  left  behind. 
At  last  they  stop. 

“ I thought  a speedy  camel 
could  outrun  a horse,”  says  Dan. 

“ Not  for  the  first  few  miles,” 
replies  the  Sheik.  “ But  if  we 
ran  for  ten  miles  the  horse  would 
give  out,  while  Mazir  would  be 
far  ahead  and  still  going  strong.” 
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“ A mile  run  is  enough  for 
me,”  says  Dan  as  they  return  to 
the  black  tent.  “ Mazir  is  a fine 
racer.  I like  camels  very  much.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  or  cut  Dan  feeding  Mazir. 

2.  How  does  one  guide  a riding  camel? 

3.  Which  can  walk  faster,  a horse  or  a 
camel  ? 

4.  Can  a horse  outrun  a camel? 

5.  Would  you  rather  ride  a camel  or  a 
reindeer  ? Why  ? 


DAN  RIDES  OVER  THE  HOT  DESERT 


“ I should  like  to  ride  a camel 
into  the  desert,”  says  Dan. 

“ It  is  not  hard  to  ride  a camel,” 
says  the  Sheik,  “ but  to  ride  him 
through  the  desert  is  a hard 
task.” 

“ I think  I can  stand  one  day’s 
ride,”  says  Dan. 

“ All  right,”  the  Sheik  replies. 
“ A caravan  leaves  early  tomorrow 
morning.  You  may  go  as  far  as 
the  Ajaz  well.  It  is  a day’s 
journey.  A camel  will  be  ready 
for  you.  You  will  have  to  get 
up  early  to  go  while  it  is  cool.” 

Dan  sleeps  in  the  black  tent 
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of  the  Arab  traders.  The  night 
is  cool  and  very  still. 

“Wake  up!  Hurry!  Load  the 
camels!”  shouts  the  head  camel- 
man.  “ The  sun  will  soon  be 
up.” 

Dan  opens  his  eyes.  It  is  still 
dark.  There  is  much  noise  and 
stir  in  the  camp. 

The  camels  are  fed.  They  grunt 
and  roar  as  they  kneel  for  their 
loads.  Many  goatskins  of  water 
are  tied  on. 

“ Do  we  have  to  drink  water 
from  those  bad-smelling  goat- 
skins? ” Dan  asks. 

Food  for  both  men  and  camels 
is  loaded  on  the  kneeling  camels. 

The  loads  must  be  tied  on  well 


with  ropes.  The  loads  must  be 
even  on  both  sides  or  the  camel 
will  soon  give  out. 

One  by  one  the  camels  rise. 
Dan’s  camel  almost  throws  him 
over  its  head  as  it  rises. 

Two  lines  of  camels  head  out 
into  the  darkness.  Dan  rides  close 
to  the  head  camel-man. 


The  noise  of  the  camp  dies  out. 
There  is  now  hardly  a sound  as 
the  soft-footed  camels  walk  over 
the  sand. 

The  rough  camel-men  begin  to 
sing  and  talk.  The  golden  sun 
peeps  up,  far  off,  at  the  edge  of 
the  world. 

It  is  time  for  the  Arabs  to  pray. 
They  take  off  their  sandals  and 
kneel  in  the  sand. 

“It  is  still  cool,  but  by  nine 
o’clock  we  shall  be  in  the  full  heat 
of  the  day,’’  says  the  head  camel- 
man. 

Dan  wonders  how  hot  it  will  be. 

Now  they  are  in  the  blazing  heat 
of  noon.  The  cruel  sun  has  no 
pity.  It  burns  every  living  thing. 


The  drivers  sit  very  still  on  their 
camels.  They  have  thrown  their 
gowns  over  their  heads  to  hide 
them  from  the  sun.  Not  a word 
is  spoken. 

The  sun  blazes  down  on  Dan’s 
head.  The  hot  desert  sand  throws 
back  the  heat  in  his  face.  He  is 
glad  to  drink  from  the  goatskin 
bag. 

They  stop  to  eat  in  the  shade 
of  a great  cliff.  Then  they  go  on. 

The  camels  go  slowly  now.  The 
afternoon  burns  on.  But  at  last 
the  sun  drops  lower  in  the  sky. 
It  is  now  four  o’clock  and  the 
sun  is  not  so  hot. 

At  six  the  burning  day  is  over. 
The  world  is  lovely  and  cool. 
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But  the  men  and  camels  are  tired 
out.  They  can  think  only  of  rest 
and  sleep. 

“ One  day  in  the  desert  is 
enough  for  me,”  declares  Dan. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Why  do  the  camel-men  start  early  to 
travel  in  the  desert? 

2.  How  should  you  like  to  drink  from  a 
goatskin  bag? 

3.  Draw  or  cut  the  caravan  of  camels. 

4.  Why  do  no  plants  or  trees  grow  in  the 
desert  ? 
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ANOTHER  HELPFUL  ANIMAL 


“ Another  helpful  animal  is  the 
llama,”  says  Trainer.  “ We  must 
go  to  a high  mountain  country  in 
South  America  to  see  him.” 

“ Can  we  find  llamas  on  any 
mountain?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Oh,  no,  we  must  go  to  Peru 
to  see  the  llama. 

“ We  must  climb  to  a very  high 
country,  for  Peru  lies  in  the 
mountains.” 

So  Dan  and  Trainer  set  out  for 
Peru.  They  go  a long  way  by 
ship.  Then  they  land  and  start 
to  climb  the  mountains. 

They  are  riding  mules.  It  is  a 
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hard  climb,  for  the  trail  is  very 
steep  and  rocky. 

“ My  ears  are  beginning  to  feel 
strange,”  says  Dan. 

“ Yes,”  says  Trainer.  “ That 
is  because  we  are  getting  high 
above  the  sea.  The  air  up  here 
is  thin,  and  that  is  why  our  ears 
roar.” 

“ Is  the  air  in  Peru  too  thin  for 
men  to  live  in?”  asks  Dan. 

“ Most  animals  can  not  live  so 
high,  but  men  get  used  to  thin 
air.” 

On  the  mountains  there  is  much 
snow  even  in  summer.  The  cold 
air  bites  Dan’s  nose. 

They  follow  paths  that  wind 
around  the  mountains.  They  walk 
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Trail 
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across  rude  swinging  bridges.  They 
look  down  such  steep  cliffs  that 
Dan  is  dizzy. 

At  last  they  come  to  Peru,  where 
people  live  in  little  mud  huts. 
This  land  of  Peru  is  so  high  that 
people  call  it  the  roof  of  South 
America. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Which  is  harder  to  spell,  “llama” 
or  “ reindeer  ” ? 

2.  Why  do  Dan’s  ears  roar? 

3.  On  the  there  is  much  even 

in  . 

4.  Should  you  like  to  cross  a swinging 
bridge  ? 
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HOW  THE  LLAMAS  OF  PERU  HELP 


Indians  live  in  this  land  of 
Peru.  They  keep  herds  of  llamas. 

Dan  and  Trainer  go  to  an 
Indian  cabin.  The  llama  driver 
does  not  wear  a coat.  He  puts 
his  head  through  a hole  in  a 
blanket  and  wraps  it  around  him. 

The  llamas  are  brown  or  black 
in  color.  They  are  bigger  than 
sheep  and  have  longer  necks. 

“ What  are  your  llamas  good 
for?  ” Dan  asks  the  driver. 

“ Llamas  are  the  best  animal 
helpers  we  have,”  says  the  Indian 
driver.  “ They  love  the  high 
lands.  They  are  our  mountain 
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trains  and  they  carry  many  loads 
of  silver  ore  to  the  low  lands. 
They  carry  back  salt  to  the 
mountain  people. 

“ They  are  very  sure  of  foot. 
That  is  why  we  use  them  on  steep 
mountain  trails.” 

Dan  and  Trainer  look  at  the 
llamas.  The  llamas  are  about  the 
size  of  ponies.  They  are  cousins 
of  the  camel.  They  look  some- 
what like  camels,  but  llamas  have 
no  hump  and  are  much  smaller. 
They  have  padded  feet  like  the 
camel. 

“ Why  do  the  people  of  Peru 
not  use  horses?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Well,”  says  Trainer,  “ horses 

are  not  so  sure  of  foot.  They  are 
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not  so  safe  on  mountain  trails. 
Besides,  horses  must  have  plenty 
of  good  food.  Mules  are  better 
than  horses  for  the  work  in  these 
rough  trails. 

“ Llamas  get  their  own  food 
along  the  way  as  they  go  with 
their  loads.  They  can  climb  like 
goats.” 

“ Why  do  you  let  the  llamas  go 
so  slowly?”  asks  Dan. 

“You  can  not  hurry  a llama,” 
says  the  driver.  “ If  you  do,  he 
may  fall  over  the  steep  cliff  or  he 
may  lie  down  and  refuse  to  move. 
You  may  beat  him,  but  he  will 
not  get  up  till  he  is  ready.” 

“ Does  the  llama  ever  get 
cross?  ” asks  Dan. 
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“ Yes,  if  his  load  is  too  heavy 
he  lies  down  and  stays  there  till 
you  remove  it.” 

“ Is  that  all?  ” asks  Dan. 

“No,  if  he  is  very  angry  he 
squirts  a mouthful  of  yellow  spittle 
in  your  face.  It  makes  your  skin 
smart  and  it  smells  so  bad  that 
you  must  take  a bath  and  change 
your  clothes.” 

Dan  steps  far  away  to  be  safe. 

“ What  do  you  do  with  them 
when  the  day’s  work  is  done?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ We  put  them  in  a pen  near 
our  cabin  as  you  do  sheep.  At 
sunrise  we  let  them  out  to  hunt 
for  their  own  food.” 

“ Then,”  says  Dan,  “ llamas  are 
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used  for  riding  and  for  carrying 
burdens.” 

“ Yes,  and  the  meat  of  the 
young  llamas  is  very  good  food. 
Llama  skins  make  fine  leather,  too, 
and  we  use  their  long  wool  for 
making  cloth.” 

“ I think  we  shall  have  a hard 
time  to  decide  which  animal  is 
the  most  helpful,”  says  Dan  to 
Trainer  as  they  set  off  to  visit 
other  lands. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Cut  or  draw  a llama. 

2.  How  are  llamas  like  camels? 

3.  Why  are  llamas  better  than  horses  on 
rough  trails? 

4.  What  might  the  llama  do  to  you  when 
he  is  cross? 
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THE  LAND  OF  THE  YAK  ^ 

“ We  must  go  to  another  cold 
country,”  says  Trainer  to  Dan, 
“ for  we  must  see  the  yak.” 

The  land  of  the  yak  is  in  Asia 
and  is  called  Tibet. 

They  travel  over  the  highest 
mountains  in  the  world.  It  takes 
many  days  to  cross  the  mountains. 

At  last  they  come  to  Tibet. 
The  people  in  Tibet  have  herds 
of  sheep  and  goats  and  live  on 
meat  and  milk. 

Their  homes  are  tents  made  of 
yak  skins.  The  yak  often  lives 
in  part  of  the  tent. 

Tibet  is  a cold  country.  Many 
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The  Yak  Can  Carry  Heavy  Loads 

winds  blow  over  it.  Dan  needs 
a warm  coat  and  mittens. 

When  Dan  first  sees  the  yak  he 
is  surprised.  The  yak  is  a big 
animal  like  an  ox.  It  has  long 
hair  hanging  at  its  sides  like  a 
skirt. 

The  yak  has  great  sharp  horns. 
With  its  big  horns  it  fights  off 
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the  packs  of  wolves  that  follow 
its  trail. 

It  has  feet  like  a goat,  for 
it  must  climb  rough  mountain 
trails  for  food.  There  are  many 
wild  yaks  in  the  mountains. 
Their  feet  fit  the  rough  trails. 

“ Why  does  the  yak  wear  a 
skirt?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ The  yak  has  to  make  his  bed 
in  the  snow.  So  he  has  this  long 
hair  for  a warm  mat  when  he  lies 
down  on  icy  rocks  or  snow.  He 
curls  his  legs  up  in  his  warm 
skirt.” 

“ I see,”  says  Dan,  “ that  some 
of  the  yaks  have  long  silky  tails 
and  others  have  none.” 

“ The  work  yak  does  not  need 
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a beautiful  tail.  It  gets  in  the 
way.  Since  we  can  sell  yak  tails, 
we  cut  them  off. 

“ We  dye  them  red  to  decorate 
the  caps  of  Chinamen.  The  yak 
tail  is  often  used  as  a fly-swatter.” 

“ What  is  the  yak  used  for?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ He  is  good  for  many  things,” 
says  the  owner.  “ He  draws  the 
plow  or  the  cart  with  a load.  He 
carries  heavy  loads  over  the  steep 
mountain  paths  where  no  other 
animal  can  go. 

“Yak  cows  give  us  good  milk 
for  food.  From  the  milk  we  make 
butter  and  cheese.  From  the  fine 
silky  wool  we  make  cloth.  From 
long  yak  hair  we  make  rope. 
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“ Our  people  also  eat  yak  meat, 
which  is  very  good.  There  is  no 
animal  so  useful  as  the  yak,” 
says  the  man  of  Tibet. 

“ That  is  what  they  all  say,” 
laughs  Dan. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  a yak. 

2.  What  animal  does  the  yak  look  like? 

3.  Why  does  he  have  a coat  of  wool  and 
long  hair? 

4.  How  is  he  like  a goat? 

5.  What  are  yak  tails  used  for? 
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DAN  RIDES  A YAK 


“ What  does  the  yak  do  when 
he  is  angry?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ He  shakes  his  head  in  a fearful 
way.  He  uses  his  horns  like  an 
ox.  But  the  yak  is  a shy  beast 
and  fights  mostly  by  kicking.” 

“ Do  people  often  get  hurt  when 
riding  a yak?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Oh,  no,  he  is  the  best  riding 
animal  we  have,”  replies  the  owner. 

“ Give  me  a ride,  then,”  says 
Dan.  “ I am  not  afraid  of  a 
yak.” 

A big  yak  is  brought  and  Dan 
climbs  on.  Off  goes  the  yak  up 
the  mountain  path.  It  rocks  Dan 


back  and  forth  just  as  the  camel 
did.  It  makes  him  seasick. 

The  yak  puffs  and  blows  and 
grunts  like  a pig  as  he  goes  up  the 
steep  path.  He  goes  very  slowly 
and  Dan  can  not  make  him  go 
faster.  The  yak  stops  as  often 
as  he  wishes,  to  eat  snow,  in  spite 
of  all  that  Dan  can  do. 


Off  Goes  the  Yak  up  the  Mountain 
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“ Go  on,  you  slow  poke,”  says 
Dan.  “You  are  not  fit  to  ride.” 

At  last  Dan  can  stand  the 
grunting  no  longer.  So  he  gets 
off  and  walks  back. 

“ I think  I would  rather  ride  an 
ostrich,  or  even  a reindeer,”  says 
Dan.  “ Your  yaks  may  be  very 
useful,  but  other  animals  would 
please  me  better.” 

“ Let  us  go  to  the  elephant 
country,”  says  Trainer. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  or  cut  Dan  on  a yak. 

2.  The  yak  does  not  low  like  a cow. 
What  sound  does  he  make? 

3.  Would  you  rather  ride  a yak,  a llama, 
or  a reindeer?  Why? 
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THE  WORK  AN  ELEPHANT  DOES 


“To  see  the  working  elephant 
we  must  go  to  Siam,”  says  Trainer. 

“ We  have  come  to  learn  about 
the  working  elephant,”  says  Dan 
to  an  elephant  driver.  “ Tell  us 
all  about  him.” 

“ In  Siam  we  use  the  elephant 
for  many  things,”  says  a native. 
“ Each  elephant  has  a driver. 
The  elephant  bends  his  right  fore- 
leg to  form  a step.  As  the  driver 
puts  his  foot  on  the  step,  the 
elephant  gives  him  a boost.  Up 
goes  the  man  to  his  back. 

“ The  driver  sits  on  the 
elephant’s  neck,  for  the  head  does 
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A Tame  Elephant  Is  a Fine  Helper 
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not  rock  or  swing  as  the  big 
beast  walks. 

“It  is  the  male  elephants  that 
do  the  work.  We  call  them 
tuskers.” 

“ What  work  do  tuskers  do 
besides  carrying  people  on  their 
backs?  ” 

“ Some  farmers  use  the  elephant 
to  plow  their  fields.  One  man 
holds  the  plow  while  another  sits 
on  the  elephant’s  neck  and  drives. 

“ Some  people  use  elephants  to 
draw  wagons  with  heavy  loads. 
Some  ride  elephants  to  hunt  the 
tiger.  Others  travel  on  elephants. 

“ They  are  the  only  beasts  that 
can  make  their  way  through  the 

jungles.  They  can  swim  rivers 
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and  climb  hills.  When  they  come 
to  very  steep  hills  the  elephants 
sit  down  and  slide  down  them.” 
“ What  other  work  do  they 
do?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Elephants  are  used  here  in 
Siam  mostly  to  move  logs.  They 
roll  big  logs  down  the  hills.  They 
drag  them  to  the  river.  Then 
they  wade  out  and  put  the  logs 
into  the  water  and  set  them 
floating  down  the  river. 

“ When  the  logs  reach  the  saw- 
mill other  elephants  swim  out  and 
push  the  logs  to  shore.  Then 
they  roll  them  out  of  the  river. 
They  also  pile  up  the  cut  lumber.” 
“ I want  to  see  them  working 
with  logs,”  says  Dan. 
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So  they  go  to  a lumber  mill, 
where  nearly  all  the  work  is  done 
by  tuskers. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  The  driver  uses  a ladder  to  get  on  the 
elephant.  Yes  or  No. 

2.  The  driver  makes  the  elephant  lie  down 
till  he  can  get  on  him.  Yes  or  No. 

3.  Elephants  can  swim  rivers.  Yes  or 
No. 

4.  Elephants  can  not  go  down  steep  hills. 
Yes  or  No. 

5.  Elephants  drag  big  logs  to  the  river. 
Yes  or  No. 


193 


HOW  AJAX  PILES  LOGS 

“ Here  is  Ajax,”  says  the  native. 
“ He  does  as  much  work  as  twenty 
men  could  do.” 

“ Tell  me  how  he  uses  his 
trunk,”  says  Dan. 

“ With  his  trunk  the  elephant 
can  squirt  a stream  of  water.  I 
have  seen  him  put  out  a fire  in  a 
hut.  He  drinks  with  his  trunk. 
He  feeds  himself  with  it.  He 
smells  and  works  and  fights  with 
it.  Sometimes  he  lifts  a man 
with  his  trunk.  There  is  nothing 
like  the  elephant’s  trunk  in  all 
the  world.” 

“ What  keeps  the  elephant  from 
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sinking  in  the  mud  of  a river?  ” 
asks  Dan. 

“ He  spreads  out  his  toes  on 
the  soft  mud  so  as  not  to  go  in 
too  far.  When  he  wants  to  pull 
his  leg  out,  he  draws  in  his  toes 
and  it  comes  easily  out  of  the  big 
hole.” 

“ Let  us  watch  Ajax  work,” 
says  Dan. 

Ajax  is  dragging  big  logs.  On 
his  neck  is  a driver  half  asleep. 
Ajax  hardly  needs  a driver,  for 
he  knows  how  to  do  his  work. 

When  he  comes  to  a big  log 
he  looks  it  over  carefully.  He 
blows  once  or  twice.  Then  he 
backs  up  to  the  best  place  to  be 
hitched. 
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When  he  is  hitched  to  the  log, 
he  begins  to  pull.  Off  he  goes, 
straight  for  the  big  pile  of  logs. 

He  pulls  the  log  until  he  comes 
to  a stump  that  stops  him.  Then 
he  gives  a hard  pull.  The  log 
comes  free  and  on  he  goes. 


Now  the  log  must  be  put  on  the 
pile  of  logs.  Ajax  and  another 
elephant  get  down  on  their  knees, 
one  at  each  end  of  the  log.  They 
shove  their  big  tusks  under  it. 
They  throw  their  trunks  over  it 
to  hold  it  on  their  tusks.  Then 
they  slowly  get  up  with  the  log. 
Together  they  toss  the  big  log  up 
on  to  the  log  pile. 

“ That  is  wonderful,”  says  Dan. 

Now  the  bell  rings  for  dinner 
and  the  elephants  stop  work.  As 
Ajax  goes  by  Dan,  the  driver 
shouts,  “ Salaam ! ” and  Ajax  gives 
a screech  and  goes  on  his  knees 
before  Dan.  He  gets  up,  screeches 
again,  and  strolls  on  to  his  feeding 
pen. 
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Dan  is  delighted  to  have  an 
elephant  kneel  before  him. 

In  the  evening  Dan  sees  the 
driver  give  Ajax  his  bath  in  the 
river. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Write  two  questions  about  Ajax  for 
the  boys  and  girls  to  answer. 

2.  Draw  or  cut  two  elephants  piling  a log. 
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TRAPPING  A WILD  ELEPHANT 


“ How  do  you  catch  the  wild 
elephants?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Once  or  twice  a year  we  have 
a big  elephant  hunt.  Men  are 
sent  into  the  plains  and  forests 
where  the  wild  elephants  live. 
They  drive  them  toward  a trap.” 

“ How  do  you  drive  wild 
elephants?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ A tame  elephant  is  sent  out 
to  join  the  herd  of  wild  elephants. 
He  leads  them  into  the  trap. 
They  follow  him  like  a flock  of 
sheep. 

“ On  the  outside  of  the  herd 
are  other  tame  elephants  who 
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help  to  trap  their  wild  brothers. 
On  the  tame  elephants  are  riders 
armed  with  spears. 

“ The  tame  elephants  pretend 
to  be  friends  of  the  wild  ones,  and 
the  wild  elephants  follow  them 
toward  the  trap.” 

“ What  is  an  elephant  trap 
like?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ We  build  two  high  fences  in 
the  forest  in  the  shape  of  a V. 
The  wide  end  of  the  V is  often  a 
mile  wide.  Into  this  V we  drive 
the  elephants. 

“ The  narrow  end  of  the  V opens 
into  a large,  strong  pen.  The  pen 
has  a high  wall  made  of  logs 
driven  deep  into  the  ground,  side 
by  side.  When  the  elephants  enter 
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The  Wild  Elephant  Will  Soon  Be  Tame 
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the  pen  a great  gate  is  dropped 
behind  them. 

“ After  the  herd  enters  the  end 
of  the  trap,  the  drivers  of  the  tame 
elephants  urge  the  wild  ones  along 
into  the  pen  with  their  spears. 
Then  the  gate  falls  behind  them 
and  they  are  trapped.” 

“ I should  not  like  to  go  into  a 
pen  full  of  wild  elephants,”  says 
Dan.  “ What  do  they  do  then?  ” 
“ The  men  throw  a noose  and 
catch  a wild  elephant  by  the  foot 
and  tie  him  to  a tree.  He  is  tied 
by  the  neck,  too. 

“ Then  they  begin  to  tame  him 
by  being  kind.  They  give  the  wild 
elephant  all  kinds  of  nice  things 
to  eat.  They  give  him  fruit  and 
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bits  of  sugar  cane,  which  he  likes. 
They  sing  and  talk  to  him. 

“In  two  weeks  he  is  tame 
enough  to  be  led  away,  tied 
between  two  tame  elephants. 
After  about  three  years  he  has 
lost  his  bad  temper  and  is  taught 
to  work.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  Draw  an  elephant  trap. 

2.  Draw  a herd  of  elephants  following  a 
tame  elephant  into  a trap. 

3.  How  is  the  wild  elephant  tamed? 
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DAN  MEETS  THE  WATER-BUFFALO 

“ We  must  see  one  more  animal 
of  Asia,”  says  Trainer.  “ The 
water-buffalo  is  a fine  helper  in 
the  rice  fields  of  China.” 

“ What  does  the  water-buffalo 
look  like?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ He  looks  like  our  cow  or  ox, 
but  he  has  fierce  flat  horns.  He 
is  stronger  than  an  ox  and  can 
pull  bigger  loads.  He  is  clumsy, 
too,  but  no  other  animal  will 
work  in  water  as  he  does.” 

“ All  right,”  says  Dan,  “I 
should  like  to  visit  China  and 
see  this  water-worker  in  the  rice 
fields.” 
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After  a ride  through  hot  lands 
Dan  and  Trainer  arrive  in  China. 
Here  they  are  visiting  a rice  farmer. 

“ We  have  come  a long  way  to 
see  your  water-buffalo,”  says  Dan. 
“ What  is  he  good  for?  ” 

“ We  could  hardly  live  without 
him,”  answers  the  farmer.  “ He 
plows  our  watery  fields  for  rice. 
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He  can  wade  or  swim  as  he  pulls 
the  plow.  No  other  animal  will 
do  this  work  for  us.” 

Dan  sees  the  rice  fields  covered 
over  with  water. 

“ You  do  not  grow  rice  in  water, 
do  you?”  asks  Dan. 

“ Oh,  yes,  we  must  start  the 
rice  under  water,”  says  the  farmer. 
“ But  when  the  rice  is  nearly 
ripe  we  drain  the  water  off.” 

“ Why  do  you  not  try  oxen  or 
horses?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Horses  can  not  live  in  warm, 
wet  rice  lands.  Besides,  they 
would  sink  into  the  soft  mud.” 

“ How  does  the  water-buffalo 
keep  on  top  of  the  mud?”  asks 
Dan. 
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“ His  wide  hoofs  spread  out  as 
he  walks  in  the  mud. 

“ Another  reason  why  we  do  not 
use  horses  and  cattle  is  that  they 
have  tender  skins,  and  we  have 
many  flies  and  insects  here  that 
drive  horses  mad.” 

“ Do  they  bite  your  water- 
buffalo?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ No,  he  has  a thick  skin. 
Then,  too,  he  covers  his  back  with 
a coat  of  mud.  He  likes  mud  and 
water,  and  so  he  is  willing  to 
wallow  in  muddy  swamps  all  day, 
with  only  his  eyes  and  nose  above 
the  water.” 

“ Do  the  wild  water-buffaloes 
have  any  enemies?  ” asks  Dan. 

“ Yes,  many  of  them,  but  they 
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know  how  to  fight.  They  form 
a circle,  with  horns  out,  around 
the  cows  and  calves.  Then  no 
bear  or  tiger  dares  to  attack  them. 
A lone  bull  with  his  fierce  horns 
can  even  drive  away  a tiger.” 

“ What  else  does  the  water- 
buffalo  do  for  you?”  asks  Dan. 

“ He  pulls  big  loads  on  our 
wagons.  He  tramps  grain  out  of 
the  straw  for  us.  He  turns  our 
mills  to  grind  grain  into  flour. 

“ The  buffalo  cow  gives  much 
good  milk.  Some  of  it  we  make 
into  butter. 

“ The  boys  and  girls  often  ride 
the  water-buffalo  to  keep  him  out 
of  the  rice  fields  as  he  eats  grass 
along  the  dikes. 
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“ The  water-buffalo  moves  very 
slowly.  Sometimes  a boy  falls 
asleep  on  his  back  in  the  rice 
fields.  What  do  you  suppose 
happens  then? 

“ Big  boys  like  to  ride  on  his 
back  through  deep  streams.” 

“ The  water-buffalo  is  a very 
helpful  animal  in  a country  like 
yours,”  says  Dan.  “ But  horses 
are  better  in  my  country.” 

FOR  FUN 

1.  The  water is than  an  ox  and 

can . 

2.  can  not  live  in  

3.  How  do  wild  water-buffaloes  fight 
tigers  ? 

4.  Why  do  not  rice  farmers  use  horses? 

5.  Draw  or  cut  a water-buffalo. 
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THE  MONGOOSE,  A TINY  HELPER 

“ All  the  useful  animals  you 
have  seen  so  far,”  says  Trainer, 
“ have  been  big  animals.  Now  I 
am  going  to  take  you  to  India  to 
see  a useful  animal  that  is  very 
small.” 

Here  are  Dan  and  Trainer  in 
India.  Dan  sees  a little  animal 
about  the  size  and  color  of  a 
squirrel. 

“ What  animal  can  that  be?  ” 
asks  he. 

“ That  is  a mongoose,  the  useful 
small  animal  that  I told  you 
about,”  replies  Trainer. 

Dan  looks  at  the  mongoose  and 
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sees  that  his  fur  and  tail  are  much 
like  a cat’s. 

“ Oh,  see  him  fluff  up  his  tail 
just  as  my  kitten  does  at  home!  ” 
says  Dan. 

“You  see  that  the  tip  of  his 
nose  is  pink,  and  his  eyes  are 
pink,  too,”  says  Trainer.  “ But 
when  he  gets  angry  his  eyes  flame 
like  fire.” 

“ What  is  he  good  for?  ” asks 
Dan. 

“ His  business  is  to  fight  and 
eat  snakes,”  answers  Trainer. 
“ There  are  many  bad  snakes  in 
India.  If  one  bites  a man  he  dies. 

“ Children  in  India  are  safe  with 
a mongoose  to  guard  them. 

“ A mongoose  makes  the  best 
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listens  to  all  the  noises  in  the 
night. 

“ He  rids  the  garden  of  snakes 
so  that  the  children  can  safely 
play  there. 

“ In  India  there  is  a big  and 


kind  of  watchdog  to  have  in  the 
house.  He  is  very  curious  and 


The  Little  Mongoose  Kills  Snakes 
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terrible  snake  called  the  cobra. 
It  has  a head  like  a hood.  Its  bite 
will  kill  a child. 

“ There  are  many  cobras  in 
India  because  the  people  are  afraid 
to  kill  them.  They  think  their 
god  likes  cobras.” 

“ How  can  such  a little  animal 
fight  a big  cobra?  ” asks  Dan. 

“The  mongoose  has  a quick 
eye  and  a quick  foot,”  replies 
Trainer.  “ He  moves  with  a 
swaying  motion.  That  makes  it 
easy  for  him  to  give  a sudden 
spring  in  any  direction. 

“ When  he  sees  a cobra  his  eyes 
become  red.  He  jumps  upon  its 
back  and  tries  to  break  the  snake’s 

back  with  one  bite. 
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“ He  is  so  afraid  of  the  terrible 
lashing  the  cobra  will  give  him 
that  sometimes  he  does  not  bite 
deeply  enough.  Then  he  must 
jump  quickly  to  escape  the  stroke 
of  the  snake’s  tail. 

“If  he  bites  the  snake  near  the 
tail,  he  only  makes  it  angry. 


The  Mongoose  Protects  the  Children  of  India 
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“ A wise  full-grown  mongoose 
always  bites  near  the  head  of  the 
cobra,  above  the  hood. 

“ There  is  a terrible  battle. 

“ The  cobra  coils  its  thick  folds 
around  the  mongoose  until  you 
can  hardly  see  the  little  animal. 

“ The  cobra  shakes  the  little 
mongoose  to  and  fro.  Back  and 
forth  they  fight.  The  mongoose 
must  hold  on  till  the  end. 

“ And  he  does  hold  on  until  the 
cobra  is  dead.  It  will  never  bite 
another  child.” 

“ The  mongoose  knows  how  to 
fight,”  says  Dan. 

“ Yes,”  answers  Trainer,  “ the 
mongoose  is  a brave  little  animal. 
He  has  done  his  work  so  well  in 
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India  that  he  has  been  taken  to 
other  countries  to  kill  off  pests.” 
“ Any  animal  that  guards 
children  is  a useful  animal,”  says 
Dan. 

FOR  FUN 

1.  The  mongoose  lives  in  . 

2.  He  is  an  enemy  of  . 

3.  The  poisonous  snake  of  India  is  the . 

4.  Which  do  you  think  is  a better  helper, 
the  mongoose  or  the  watchdog? 
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DAN  FINDS  THE  MOST  USEFUL 
ANIMAL 

“ Well,  Dan,  you  have  now 
been  around  the  world.  What  is 
the  most  useful  animal  ? ’ ’ asks 
Trainer. 

“ That  is  hard  to  say,”  replies 
Dan. 

“ If  you  live  in  a cold  country 
you  want  a dog  or  a reindeer  to 
help  you. 

“ If  you  live  in  a very  high  land 
a yak  or  a llama  will  help  you 
most. 

“ If  you  live  in  a desert  land 
you  want  a goat  or  a camel. 

“ If  you  live  in  a hot,  wet 
217 


jungle  you  would  like  an  elephant 
or  a water-buffalo. 

“ If  you  live  in  a country  with 
plenty  of  rain,  like  our  homeland, 
you  want  cows,  horses,  and  dogs.” 
“ What  animal  do  you  like  best, 
then?”  asks  Trainer. 

“ I think  I like  the  horse  best 
of  all.  Yet  I think  every  boy 
should  have  a dog,  too.” 


218 


Date  Due 

3Sfi5««L 

1 

Qs&Htr54j 

|l  * - '27 

1 

,'jy  pc 

j ‘5 tffe.r  7 

Mi  28. 

|--w5 ; ; 

■ raw  37 

1 

tSaCfr  ,-r  I . 

rr  .’.■:  7 . 

’ ; ’L^ 

:i  0<T -Aff0^' 

j-NOV  1 s’tc 

1 

4jEE±y^ 

B 

. D0V  -. 

§®g  §- 

"T©**' 

V* 

fes  1 

i ’by  /' 

\R  1J>;_ 

go 

&PtTl~ 

1 

Xfc  ./*/# 

Ocu.'^ 

1 

1 

?£ 
n^i 
• \H(oU 

loK  ■ 

feWR^SUiJUM 

historical 

COLLECTION 

•f 


•S&te 


